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and honesty, so as to avoid the pos- 
ty of fraudulent participation with them in 
sr fraudulent practices. The toleration of the 
s nejple, therefore, opens the door to some extent 
ae practice of frauds. I want a little time to 
— on these conflicting propositions, and to see 
= uF neiple we ought to set. I have had a good 
re ta with the investigation of these claims 
por last fifteen or twenty years, and I do not 
recollect any case which exactly comes up to 
| therefore think it better to have a little 
rime to consider it, and 1 prefer that my friend 
fam Illinois should let it lie over antil some other 


eir fidelity 


ins. 


“\.,. SHIELDS. I willdo so, if the Senator wishes 
it, because I promised that, if any contest arose, 
| would not urge the-bill. I might as well state 
w, however, that this is a peculiar case, as has 
been justly said by honorable Senators who have 
nreceded me. It isone that occupied the attention 
of the Committee on Miltary Affairs more than 
any case of the kind which ever came before them. 
| think there is a necessity for general legislation 
upon the subject, and we intend to propose some- 
chine of that kind, in order to secure, if possible, 
oficers against frauds of their clerks, and we pro- 
nose to do it by requiring security on the part of 
‘he elerks. Some legislation of that sort is neces- 
sary; but this is one of the most extraordinary 
cases which has ever occurred, and the committee 
were unanimous in reporting the bill. 

This gentleman was sent to New Mexico im- 
mediately after we took possession of that coun- 
try, and there were not only double duties, but 
innumerable duties imposed upon him as Com- 
missary, as Quartermaster,and as Paymaster. He 
had to perform the duties of all these stations, and 
he sent home for assistance, and the Department 
sent to him Mr. McHarcourt as the most able and 
most competent person, declaring to him that this 
man would aid him in carrying out these nu- 
merous and weighty duties. After receiving this 
man from Washington, on the recommendation 
of the Department, to aid him to expend the 
money of the Department, in a duty which he 
was not bound to perform, for he was not Pay- 
master,and need not have performed the duties of 
that station, these losses occurred. They are 
stated in the ceport. I cannot state them more 
clearly. {It seemed to us to be one of the hardest 
cases that could possibly occur. 

I know the officer well, and there is no officer 
in the American Army who stands higher than he 
does for honesty, integrity, and industry, and no 
man has ever served in that country with more 
zeal and fidelity than he has. It occurrtd to us 
that this was an extraordinary case, and that, if 
some such provision as this was not made, the 
officer would be ruined for life, and his family 
with him. His prospects would be ruined forever. 
Under these circumstances, we felt bound to bring 
ina bill for his relief. However, I will not urge 


the case now, if the Senate are not disposed to 
consider it. 

Mr. SEWARD. 
rmally passed over. 
Mr. SHIELDS. 1 do not believe there is any 
Ojection to the passage of the bill now. If there 


Is any 


y objection made, and it is persisted in, I will 
agree to pass it over. 

_ Mr. UNDERWOOD. 
lor it, 

Mr. CASS. So faras I am concerned, I am in 
the position of the Senator from Kentucky; I am 
inelined to vote for the bill, particularly after the 
suggestion made by the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. I think some general 
Provision like that which he has suggested, is 
nee ted, in regard tosecurity. Thereis no security 
for funds in the hands of any custom-house offi- 
cer, or any disbursing officer, if he has a rizht to 
turn the money overtoa clerk, and thus be exon- 
erated from the very responsibility intended to be 


no 
fi 


’ I move that this bi!l be in- 


I am inclined to vote 


res by him. [tis necessary, therefore, that when 
1@ nublie monew «ae 
ve police money goes into the hands of a third 


are: | ; 3 
Person, he should be required to give the same 


*ecuirity as the principal himself. 
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Mr. SEWARD. I shall be prepared to vote 
for this bill whenever it comes up again. 

Mr. SHIELDS. [ called up this bill at a for- 
mer session, and it was passed over on account of 
some objection; but 1 do not see that any addi 
tional light can be thrown upon the subject. | hope 
it may be disposed of now, unless some Senator 
wishes to discuss its merits. 

Mr. HALE. Let it 

Mr. WALKER. Let us have the vote. 

Mr. CLARKE. I hope it will pass now. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, and was read the third time and 
passed. 


pass, 


SARAH 


Mr. SEWARD. It iscustomary for Senators, 
when they ask for the consideration of bills, to 
state how many favors they have asked, and how 
much they are indebted to the Senate for favors. 
I have never had and never asked a favor of the 
Senate of the United States. I beg leave to ask 
one now, and that is, that the Senate will take up 
the bill for the relief of Sarah Crandall, widow of 

| James Coon, a revolutionary soldier. It has passed 
the House, and been reported upon favorably by 
the committee of the Senate. I move that that bill 
| be taken up for consideration. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whoie, proceeded to consider 
the bill. It proposes todirect the Secretary of the 
Interior to place the name of Sarah Crandall, 
widow of James Coon, deceased, on the list of 
revolutionary pensioners, at the rate of eight dol- 
lars per month, to commence February 20, 1849. 

| At the request of Mr. Weuier, the report of 
the Committee on Pensions was read; from which 
it appears that the case has been favorably reported 
upon twice heretofore, viz: on January 9, 1851, 
and February, 1849. The latter reportstates these 
facts: 
| ‘The petitioner was married to James Coon as 
| early as the year 1790; Coon died in 1799; and 
his widow afterwards married Jasper Crandall, 
who died a few years since, leaving the petitioner 
| again a widow. It is claimed by the petitioner 
| that James Coon, her first husband, was a soldier 
| in the revolutionary war, and served in Colonel 
Warner’s regiment, which was raised principally 
/in Connecticut, and that he enlisted for three 
years, and continued on duty during that time. 
| The certificate of the Comptroller of the State of 
Connecticut shows that, according to the records 
| in that office, James Coon served in the revolu- 
| tionary war and in Warner’s regiment twenty- 
| three months and ten days. The Commissioner 
of Pensions rejected the petitioner’s application for 
a pension under the general laws, on the ground 
that the proof was insufficient to identify her hus- 
| band with the James Coon who was shown by 
| the record to have served nearly two years. [t 
| appears from the records in the Comptroller’s office 
that there were two individuals bearing the name 
of James Coon on the roll of Warner’s regiment— 
one was a lieutenant, and the other was denom 
inated ‘‘ fifer.’? The first application of the peti- 
| tioner to the Pension Office stated that her husband 
enlisted as a private soldier at Hiopkinton, Rhode 
Island. Her papers were found defective, and it 
became necessary for her to seek record evidence 
of the services of her husband. She applied at the 
office of the Comptroller of Connecticut, and re 
ceived a certificate of the services of James Coon, 
the lieutenant, which she presented to the Pension 
Office as proof of the services of her husband. It 
was subsequently ascertained that the livutenant 
was a resident of Salisbury, Connecticut, and not 
of Hopkinton, Rhode Island, where the petition- 
er’s husband resided at the time of his enlistment. 
She was then notified that there was another 
James Coon attached to Warner’s regiment, who 
appeared by the rolls to have been a musician. 
The Commissioner of Pensiens required her, in 
order to prove the identity of her husband with 
the James Coon last meutioned, to produce the 
/ testimony of ‘‘ two or more witnesses who were 
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themselves in service with him, and whose names 
were found on the same rolls.’’ This testimony 
could not be procured. The petitioner was not 
married to Coon until after the close of his ser- 
vices In the army; she resided both before and 
ifter the marriage in the State of New York, at a 
distance from the place of his enlistment and ser- 
vices; and he died nearly fifty years ago; it is not 


surprising - 


therefore, that she should have sup- 


posed that the first certificate of the Comptroller 
related to the services of her husband. 

The committee having examined a large mass 
of testimony filed in the case, are satisfied of the 
services of the petitioner’s husband in the revolu 
tionary war, and of his identity with the James 
Coon last above-mentioned. William Barrett tes- 
tifies that he was presentat Hopkinton, Rhode 
Island, when they were enlisting soldiers for three 
years or during the war; that petitioner’s husband 
enlisted and went into the army, where he re- 
mained during the term of his enlistment. 
Whittlesey testifies that he was present at the 
same time and place, and that James Coon e 
listed, as above stated, for three years; that the 
person who had the enlisting orders was.from 
Connecticut; and that Coon joined Warner’s regi- 
ment, was gone more than three years, and after 
his return married the petitioner. Many wit 
nesses also testify to their knowledge that the pe- 
titioner’s husband was absent and in the army for 


Isanc 


three years or thereabout; they recollect his de- 
parture to and his return from the service, and his 
removal, soon after his return, to the State of New 
York, where he was married to the petitioner 

The committee being satisfied by the testimony 
filed in the case, in connection with the record 
evidence mentioned, that the facts set forth in the 
petition are substantiated, and are such as to en- 
title her to a pension, reported a bill for that pur- 
one, 

The bill was reported to the Senate 
amendment, and ordered to be 
and was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. MANGUM. I think it is perfectly appa- 
rent that we are to make no progress with the 
publie business to-day. 
shortly be without a quorum, and under the cir- 
cumstances, I think the public 
the motion which I make, that the Senate do now 
adjourn. 


without 


read a third time, 


It is evident that we shall 


nterest reoguires 


FXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I desire to submit a motion 
to proceed to the consideration of Executive busi 
ness, and I do it at the request of a particular 
friend of the Senator from North Carolina. 

Mr. MANGUM. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I move that the Senate go 
mto Executive session. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business 
and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuxspay, December 23, 1852. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Rev. James GALLAHER. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. APPLETON, of Massachusetts, presented 
the credentials of the Hon. Lorenzo Sapine, 
elecied a Representative from the Fourth Congres- 
sional district of the State of Massachusetts, to 
supply the vacancy occasioned by the decease of 
the Hon. Bensyamin Tuompson. Mr. Sapsine 
thereupon appeared at the bar of the House, and 
was duly quelified by the Speaker. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

The SPEAKER stated that the first business 
before the House was the consideration of the fol- 
lowing resolution, submitted on yesterday by Mr. 
Harais, of Tennessee: 

§© Resolved, That it shall be the standing and special or 
der of this House, after to day, to call the committees for 
such reports as shall not give rise to debate, u all the 
committees sha!) be called ; and if any report shall be made 
to which objection is offered, such report slall not be re- 
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ceived, but shall remain until the committees are regularly 
called under the rule of this House Provided, ‘Tiiat no 


bill reported under this resolution shall be put upon Its pas 
” 
sage, unless by unanimous consent of the House.’ 


LOSSES BY FIRE. 

Mr. HART. Task the unanimous consent of 
the House to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union be discharged trom the further consideration 
of the bill of the House, No. 148, upon the calendar, being 
fi bill “to remit the duties upon certain goods destroyed 
by fire in the city of New York,” and that the same be re 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HENN. I that 
the House. 

The SPEAKER. A motion for a call of the 
House is not in order, the previous question having 
been ordered upon the adoption of the resolution 
offered on yesterday by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. Harris.] If there be no objection, 
the question is upon the adoption of the sesolu- 
tion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
quorum before we can do business. 
evidently no quorum now. 

Mr. GAYLORD. The vote on this resolution 
will show whether there is a quorum present. 

Mr. DEAN. With that view I ask for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. ALLen, of 
Illinois, and GayLorp were appointed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to inquire 
whether it would not be in order, pending the 
consideration of this resolution, to move a call of 
the House? The resolution of my colleague, [Mr. 
Harris,} upon which the main question has been 
ordered, is not now before the House, and it is 
the opinion of the Speaker, which is no doubt 
correct, that when that resolution comes up we 
cannot have a call of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chairthinks that under 
the peculiar circumstances of the case it would 
competent to move a call of the Flouse. 

Mr. JONES. Then,in order to know whether 
there is a quorum present, and to relieve ourselves 
from that difficulty—as we cannot 
when the other resolution comes up—! move that 
there he a call of the House. 

The i.otion was agreed to. 

The roll was then called, and 124 gentlemen 
answered to their names. 

Mr. HART. A quorum being present, I move 
that all further proceedings in the call bé dispensed 
with. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The question recurred upon the resolution sub- 
mitted by Mr. Harr. 

Mr. ORR. I wish to inquire of the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Hart] if this bill has not 
already been referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and reported upon by that committee, and 
their report referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union? If so, why is it pro- 

yosed now to take the bill from the Committee of 
the Whole and refer it back to the Committee on 
Commerce? . 

Mr. HART. I will state, for the information of 
the gentleman from South Carolina, that since this 
bill was reported, other claims of the same char- 
acter have been presented to the House and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. The ob- 
ject is to refer the report back to the Committee 
on Commerce, in order that that committee may 
report upon the whole of these cases. ; 

Mr. ORR. Is it proposed by the gentleman 
from New York, that the Committee on Com- 
merce shall report this bill back again, and put it 
upon its passage, and thus give it advantage over 
other bills? Is that the object? 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. I will state, 
for the information of the gentleman from South 
Carolina, with the permission of the Chair and of 
the House, that this bill was reported at an early 
period during the last session. [t is precisely the 
same bill that was passed by this House for the 
relief of the sufferers by the great fire in the city 
of New York, in 1835, and which passed without 
any opposition. The bill went upon the calendar 
at our last session, and has never been reached. 
It makes an appropriation, and therefore had to go 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and take its place upon the calendar. 
Since that time, petitions have come before the 
committee, in reference to the sufferers by large 
fires in California, in the city of San Francisco, 


move there bea call of 


We must have a 
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should be put upon the same footing as the suffer- 
ers by the large fire in New York, in 1835. For 
the purpose of putting them upon the same foot- 
ing and in the same bill, the committee desire that 
the bill may be referred back to them; and when 
they shall have an opportunity to report upon all 
the claims, it is their intention to ask the immedi- 
ate action of the Hlouse upon the subject. The 
California claims have not yet been reported 
upon. 

Mr. ORR. Ido not seeany necessary connec- 
tion between the losses sustained by fire by the 
merchants in New York and those sustained by 
versons in San Francisco. 

Mr. HART. I rise to a question of order. 
he House was dividing when the gentleman 
from South Carolina rose. 
in order fer him to discuss the resolution now. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will remark to 
the gentleman from New York'that the House has 
indulged discussion upon the resolution, and the 
objection comes too late. 

Mr. ORR. I amalittle surprised that an objec- 
tion to discussion should come from the gentleman 


from New York, [Mr. Hart,] for that gentleman | 
will remember that it is by the courtesy of the 


House that his resolution is before us at all. 

Now, sir, the bill which the gentleman proposes 
to withdraw from the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, has been acted upon by the 
Committee on Commerce. The chairman of that 
committee does not propose to give us any addi- 
tional information upon the subject, which has 
not already been embodied in the report of the 
committee. 

it is proposed to take this bill from the Commit- 
tee of the Whole and refer it back to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, not for the purpose of passing 


a general law—not for the purpose of placing | 
every sufferer by fire, who has lost goods upon 


which duties have been paid, upon the same foot- 
ing; but it is for the purpose of uniting the claims 


of New 


they wilt report this bill, which has now happened 


| to get behind on he calendar, and the House will 
This is the device, | 


be called upon to act upon it. 
the plan resorted to, to give this bill priority over 
the other claims before the House. Now, if there 
be merit in the application of the California mer- 
chants, let the Committee on Commerce frame a 
separate bill predicated upon the petitions which 
have already been referred to them, and put it upon 
the calendar, and thus let both bills take their 


chances in the general scramble for consideration. || 


If they can succeed in reaching them in this way, 
very well; if not, | do not think this sort of par- 


liamentary policy should be resorted to for the | 


purpose of giving one bill priority over another. I 


hope, therefore, the resolution will not be adopted. | 
I am very glad, in one re- | 


Mr. STUART. 
spect, that the gentleman from South Carolina 
[Mr. Orr] has started this discussion, for it gives 
us an Opportunity to inquire of ourselves whether 


we propose to do anything at this session of Con- | 


gress; and if so, how we propose to do it. 

I have not heard, since the commencement of 
the session, any gentleman propose any feasible 
plan to do business; but, like the gentleman from 


South Carolina, some member has insisted that | 


a certain proposition should not be acted upon be- 
cause it will end in doing business. That is the 
question, and with all respect to my fellow-mem- 
bers, I consider it a pretty important one. 
well known to the gentleman from South Carolina 


—because he is perfectly conversant with the rules | 


for doing business in this House—as it is to you, 
Mr. Speaker, and others upon this floor, that if 
we continue to refer bills to the Committee of the 
W hole House or the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, none other than the general 


appropriation bills, which have precedence under | 


our rules, will ever be reached; we bury them be- 
yond the reach of any one in this body. 


But, sir, if itis objected, that the sufferers by fire | 


in New York and those in California ought not 
to obtain relief by way of remitting the duties paid 
upon the goods thus consumed, then there isa 


solid objection to the proposition of the gentleman | 


from New York; but if that objection be not made, 
and, on the contrary, it be believed that the suf- 


| ferers oucht to be relieved, then I do protest, and | 
| upon every convenient opportunity I will continue | 
and it is the opinion of the committee that they |! to protest, against burying their rights simply be- '\ 


I submit that it is not |! 


York and California; and when the Com- | 
mitteeon Commerce shall be called on for reports, | 


It is | 
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cause we have buried the rights of eve 
| know of no rule in logic or morality that 
permit individuals or communities to insic: 
doing injustice day. after day and mop, 
month simply because they have b 
doing injustice for the last year, 
Mr. Speaker, it may be ‘said that l have mas 
these remarks with some feeling; I haye oo 
because of any anxiety as to the resyit of a 
fort now made by the gentleman from New Y, = 
{[Mr. Harr,] but I beg again to cal] the attentio. 
of the gentleman from South Carolina, for I k. 
he feels upon the subject as Ido, and a . 
House, with all due respect, to the fact, that thus 
far we have staid here and literally done nothin - 
i thank the gentleman for giving me this opnee. 
nity of calling attention to this matter for the Pd 
pose of seeing if any gentleman can dey _ 
better plan of facilitating the business 
House; | know of none better than by 
to the business in its regular order. If any ve, 
tleman can tell me a better plan I should be ol.) 
to know it. But I do believe, and believe frm. 
that if we will stop all new inventions for fyejjin., 
ting the business of the House, and by comms 
consent go on and take up every day the business 
in its regular order, according to the rules of +, 
House, we can do all the essential business of si. 
country, and pass this bill among the rest; an | 
| repeat, that 1 know of no other way by whi 
this object can be accomplished. r 
Great complaint is made that committees ea, 
not get an opportunity to report, and gentleme , 
are taxing their imaginations to devise soy : 
scheme which shall give them that opportunity, r 
Why, sir, if you will call the States for petitions : 
every morning, the very next thing in order isthe 
call of committees for reports. If there is an ¢ 
to interfere with the regular order by some propo- 
sition requiring unanimous consent, object to i: 
or if a motion is made to go into Committe 
the Whole, vote it down. Let us have an hy 
| every day devoted to the call of committees for 
reports until they have all been called. Is there 
|| any other way under our rules to facilitate this % 
object? In my judgment there is not. 
Mr. ORR. Is not this very proposition now : 
before the House outside the rules? “a 
Mr. STUART. Certainly; and the gentleman 
will not forget that I thanked him for bringing w 
his suggestion that we might call the attention of P 
the House to the condition of things here, and see 
!| if, by individual and united action, we could no! 
get ourselves out of this difficulty. 
Mr. Speaker, I will not detain the House 
' an instant longer, for I will endeavor to practice 
what I preach. I only desire to say to my friend 
from Tennessee, (Mr. Harris,] whose resolu 
is here under the previous question, that his res- i 
olution will not do justice to those interested 1 Ps 
the business of the House, because, retaining, a8 i 
it does, the power of an individual member to « 


rybody elas 
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Month after 
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4 
ject, it will refer all the important business back be 
to the committees, and will place all the unim- 
portant business on the calendar, and thus give P 
such bills precedence over the most importan! i 
business of the country. Pi 


Now, sir, all I have to say, in conclusion, !s 
| this—and Tam very happy to have the oppor 
tunity, because I do not wish to acquire a chart A 
ter for pertinacity or interference in other mes 4 
business—I say to my fellow-members here, wit’ % 
the best of feeling, that so far as I am concernet, 
I do mean hereafter to object to everything not 
order, and to call for the regular order of business. 


at least for three or four days in the week, wn ey 
|| all the committees shall have had an opportunity 
to report. : 


from 


Mr. STANLY. I thank the gentleman! 
Michigan very much for what he has just st’ 
I have been endeavoring, for a week or 80 pes . 
to follow the rules laid down by the gentleman E 
\| a rigid adherence to the rules, and by demanein: 
|| the regular order of business. But it seems to 

that my friend, in his argument just now, !* 
gone against himself, and argued both sides 0! 
question. He has found fault with the gentlem*" 
from South Carolina [Mr. Orr] for doing news) 
thing which he says is indispensable to the busi- 
ness of the House. — 
| Mr. STUART. The gentleman from Nor 
Carolina did not understand me. I did precis®’ 
the reverse. Ithanked the gentleman from 50" 
Carolina for making a suggestion which broug" 





ion of the House the existing state of 


e auient 


f. STANLY. I understood the gentleman 
oe to find fault with the gentleman 


Michigan 2 . 
‘arolina, because he objected to doing 


i, by passing this present bill, be- 


rood, 






y South 

act Ol 

he could not do good to anybody else, and 
‘eny the logic, or morality of that sort of logic, 
che same time he went on to makea strong 


ve . ama speech—which that gentleman in- 
or i med ‘frequently—and a most excellent 
dul see 2 upon the Importance of adhering to the 
a ap erdet of business, in which I most fully 


~~ STUART. If the gentleman will allow me, 
-] have done it on this occasion, [ am not in the 
pit of arguing both sides of the question. I ob- 
ted to the mode of reasoning of the gentleman 
from South Carolina, that we should not do this | 
‘ 


ino, because we could not do everything else. 
“Mr. ORR. The gentleman misunderstood me. | 
That was not my mode of reasoning. | 
Mr. STUART. “Well, that was the ground 
on which I understood the gentleman to object 
this bill, and it was to that ground I took ex- 


to 
ceptions. ; Ped 

Mr. STANLY. IT have no desire to criticise | 
the gentleman’s argument, or to detect him in any | 
nconsistency. I thank him for again calling the 
attention of the House to the great importance of | 
adhering strictly to the rules of the House in the 
transaction of our business. Now, sir, | have | 
within the last week objected a dozen times to the | 
introduction of proposiuions out of order, and then | 
have frequently withdrawn the objection from the | 
personal appeals of members. It is my opinion | 
that if half a dozen members will agree to object | 
to everything out of order, we willdo more busi- 
ness in three months than we did in the whole of 
the last session. But if we yield to this friend or | 
that, and allow this matter or that to pass, we | 
shall never get along with the public business. | 
Why, here it is, now, ten minutes to one o’clock, 
and we are still arguing the questien of referring 

e bill of the gentleman from New York to the | 
Committee on Commerce. I do not wish to ob- 
ject to that bill. I believe it ought to pass; but if 
we goon io this manner, taking bills up out of 
their order, we shall get nothing done by the end | 
of the session. Now, I say in advance—and [ | 
beg pardon of the House for doing it—that here- 
after I will object to anything being taken up out | 
of its order. I do this,not from any desire to 
thwart gentlemen in getting through any of their 
bills, but from a sense of duty and a desire to 
advance the public business. There are bills upon | 
your table, Mr. Speaker, of much importance— 
some of them extending relief to widows and or- 
phans—and unless we adhere rigidly to the rules, 
we shall never reach them. I am very glad to see 
my friend from Michigan taking the lead in this 
matter. If he will continue on in the same path, 
I will be his lieutenant in trying to push forward 
the transaction of the public business. 

Mr. COBB. With a view of carrying out the 
wishes of both the gentlemen from Michigan and 
North Carolina, and my own also, in facilitating 
the public business, I move the previous question. 


Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. I ask the gen- | 


tleman from Alabama [Mr. Coss] to withdraw 
his call for the previous question for a moment, 
that | may state briefly to the House the facts of 
the case. 

[Several Voices. ‘* No!’? ** No!’ No!’’] 

Mr. COBB. I should like to oblige the gentle- 
man very much, as itis always my pleasure to do, 
but | hear no, no, all around me. 


Mr. SEYMOUR. I will detain the House but 
& moment. 


Mr. COBB. 
moment. 

Mr. SEYMOUR. I wish to state, in just one 
moment, the reasons why I seconded the move of 
my colleague in this matter. he billreferred to, 
is one of a general character. There are no names 
of individuals, who have lost goods by the fire of 
1835, known to the committee. So itis in relation 
to California. They are scattered all over the 
country. All individual cases which come to us, 
are reported upon as individual claims, and go upon 
the calendar: but these bills, when reported, pro- 
Pose to constitute two commissioners, for the pur- 


- of ascertaining who these persons, scattered 


I withdraw the call, then, for a 


‘over the country, are, that they may get back |. 


A 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


the money which they have paid into the Treasury, 
for goods which have been destroyed by fire, while 
in original packages. That is the whole of it. I 
have no solicitude about it, other than what arises 
from the general weal. 

i wish to say further, that there is a bill now 
pending in the Senate, introduced by the honor- 
able Senator from Califggnia, [Mr. Gwan,) provid- 
ing, by a general law, for ali these cases. If that 
bill shall pass the Senate, and come in here, it is 
the intention of the Committee on Commerce to 
adopt that asa general bill, instead of the particular 
bills. But, as there is a doubt whether that will 
be done, we desire that this bill may be referred 
back to that New York claimants and 
California claimants may be put upon the same 
footing. I say New York and California claim- 
ants, but they are uwknown to the committee, and 
are scattered all over this country. They are 
claims for goods destroyed in the ‘original | ack- 
ages in which they were imported, and where the 
Government has retained the duties which were 
paid upon them. 

I renew the call for the previous question. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I desireto know what the 
question is before the House, upon which the pre- 
vious question is called ? 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon the 
adoption of the resolution offered by the gentleman 
from New York, to take a certain bill from the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and refer it to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Will it be in order to 
move to refer it to a Committee of the Whole 
House? 

The SPEAKER. If thedemand for the previ- 
ous question were not pending, it would be. 

Mr. HUNTER. I wish to ask the Chair if 
it would not be in order to move to lay the reso- 
lution upon the table, in order to get back to the 
right point, and start upon business which gentle- 
men want to get at, on all sides? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it would. 

Mr. HUNTER. Then lI move to lay it upon 
the table. 

The question was then taken, and the motion 
was agreed to. 

So the resolution was laid upon the table. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

The SPEAKER. The next question before 
the House is upon the adoption of the resolution 
offered on yesterday by the genteman from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. Harnis. ] 

Mr. HARRIS. I do not hope to accomplish 
anything by the unanimous consent of this House; 
however, to meet the objections of some of my 
frieads, { have drawn up a resolution, which may 
be read; and if the House will give its unanimous 
consent to it, | am willing that it should be voted 
upon in lieu of the resolution which I offered yes- 
terday. It effects the same object, and meets the 
objections. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the ori- 
ginal resolution, and the proposed substitute. 


us, so 


The original resolution was then read, as fol- 
lows: 
* Resolved, Thatit shall be the standing and special order 


of this House, after to-day, to call the committees for such 
reports as shall notgive rise to debate, until all the commit 
tees shall be called; and if any report shall be made to 
which objection is offered, such report shall not be received, 
but shall remain until the committees are regularly called 
under the rule of this House.’’ 

The proposed substitute was then read, as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That it shall be the standing and special order 
of this House, after to-day, to call the committees for re 
ports until all the committees have been once called: Pro 
vided, That no bill or resolution reported under this order 
shall be put upon its passage, unless by the unanimous con- 
sent of the House: Provided further, Thatany bill reported 
and proposed to be put upon its passage, if objected to, 
may be withdrawn by the gentleman offering it. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the unanimous pleasure 
of the House to vote upon the second proposition 
instead of the first? 

Mr. STANLY. I could not hear the proposi- 
tion read here, and therefore I object. 

Mr. JONES. [tis what you desire. 

Mr. STANLY. Ido not know whether it is 
or not. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Will it bein order 
to move to reconsider the vote by which the main 
question was ordered, that we may refuse to sec- 
ond the call for the previous question, to enable 
the substitute to be introduced? I think that sub- 
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stitute would meet the objections made by gentle- 
men yesterday, and will relieve all the members of 
this House of their reports, and not place it in the 
power of any one individual, by objecting, to pre- 
vent a report from being made. 

The SPEAKER. The previous question has 
been executed in part, and I 
whether it can be reconsidered. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Is it in order to move to 
lay the whole stbject upon the table? 

The SPEAKER. Itis 

Mr. MeMULLIN. I submit that motion. 

Mr. ORR, Upon that motion I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Beate 
CLINGMAN appointed. 

The question was t} 
ported—ayes 67, noes 48; 

Mr. DOTY. 
the motion 

The SPEAKER. Thecalling of yeas and nays 
being a part of the business of the House, cannot 
be lone without a qu rum of the Llouse. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. If it be in order, I move 
that the House adjourn. 

Mr. DEAN. 
the adjournment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


the Chair has doubts 


and 
en taken; and the tellers re- 
neo quorum voting. 

l ask for the yeas 


and nays upon 


l ask for the yeas and nays upon 


The question was then taken, and there were 
yeas 19, nays 110. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The q 
the motion to lay the whole sul ject upon thet ible, 
upon which tellers were ordered. 

Messrs. INGersont and GayLorp ap- 
1 tellers; and the question being taken, the 


iestion recurs upon 


were 

pointed 
1 ‘ t 

tellers reported—ayes 45, noes 

voting again 


Mr. STUART. 


38; no quorum 


I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER. Thereis no jue 
and the yeas and nays eannot be ordered, in the 
opinion of the Chair, when there is dess than a 
quorum pre sent. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, 
question. I move 

Mr. STUART. 
It is this: whether | was not in order in 
the yeus 
result upon the division, it not being 
tained that there was no quorum? 

The SPE AK ER. The Chair did not hear the 
eall for the veas and nays, until after he had an- 
nounced the result. 

Mr. STUART. I did it bef 
nounced 
the difficulty. 


rum voting, 


I rise to a privileged 
that the House adjourn. 

l rise toa question of order. 
calling for 
and nays before the Chair announced the 
then ascer- 


yre the Chair an- 


and my objeet was to avoid 
Before the Chair has announced 


ned that 


the result, 


the result. it is not aseert: there is no 
quorum, and it is in order to demand the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I ri 


| de ire to 


to a question of 


order. know if mv motion is to be 


delayed by any question of order? I moved that 
the House adjourn. 

Mr. HARRIS. 
tion to adjourn. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I demand the yeas a 1d nays 
upon the motion. 

The veas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. RICH ARDSON. As this is not the kind 
of entertainment | wish—the taking of yeas and 
navs—I withdraw the motion to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. If it be not objected to, the 
Chair will again divide the House upon the mo- 


I demand tellers anon the mo- 


tion to lay the whole subject upon the table. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I object. ° 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I ask 
yeas and nays upon that motion. 
The SPEAKER. The yeas and nays cannot 
be demande d, as there is no quorum present. 
Mr.STEPHENS. I would call the Speaker’s 
attention to that clause of the Constitution, whic h 
nrovides, that ** the yeas and nays¢ f the members 
sh ull, at the de- 
entered on 


for the 


stion 


* either House on any que 
sire of one fi of those present, be 
the Journal.’ 

The SPEAKER. 
an error in the decis 
upon this point, and which was 
body by a very large majority, it 
proper for the Hlouse to correct him. The Chair 


has committed 
} 


if the Chair 
on which he gave 


rat session 


, } 
stained by this 





will certainly be 


begs leave to say that the Constitution requires @ 
majority of the whole number of this body to 
do busines 3. One fifth of that 
petent Lo order the yeas and n Lys 
of business to be done. Less than a quorum may 


number is com- 


matter 


upon a 
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adjourn, or compel the attendance of members, 
and less than one fifth of a quorum may, In such 
cases, order the yeas and nays. The decision of 
the Chair is, that the calling of the yeas and nays 
isa part of the business of this House, for the 
transaction of which, the Constitution requires a 
majority of this body shall be present. 

Mr. STEPHENS. As I called for the yeas 
and nays, | appeal from the decision of the Chair, 
and ask for the yeas and nays on the appeal. 

Mr. STUART. Can the gentleman do that, 
when my question of order is pending? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the 
gentleman to waive his question of order. 

Mr. STUART. I stated that I called for the 
yeas and nays before the Speaker announced the 
result, and my point was that such a call was in 
order, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the 
gentleman to acquiesce in his decision. 

Mr. STUART. I only yielded to the motion 
to adjourn. 

Mr. BURT. I will, if the Speaker will allow 
me, make a suggestion which perhaps may enable 
the Chair to see how the difficulty which is sup- 
posed to exist may be avoided. I think the Chair, 
upon reflection, will find that the House has just 
the same authority to order the yeas and nays 
upon any other question as upon the question of 
adjournment, and the gentleman from 
(Mr. Srepnens] is unquestionably right when he 
cites the Chair the constitutional provisions upon 
that point. 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman read 
that part of the Constitution again ? 

Mr. BURT. 1 have not it at hand. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I have it, and will read it. 
It is in these words: 


! 


‘ . } 
Georgia 


*¢ Each House shall keep a Journal of its proceedings, 
and from time to time publish the same, excepting such 
parts as may, in their judgment, require secrecy; and the 
yeas and nays of the members of either House on any ques 
tion shall, at the desire of one fifth of those present, be en 
tered on the Journal.”’ 

The SPEAKER. The decision of the Chair || 
is, that there is no House to do business when 
there is less than a quorum present. 

Mr. BURT. The point I was endeavoring to 
make for the consideration of the Speaker is this: 
Can the House order the yeas and nays upon the 
question of adjournment when it cannot upon any 
other question; and if so, by what authority? 

TheSPEAKER. By the authority of the Con- 
stitution, which declares that less than a quorum 
may adjourn from day to day, and compel the at- 
tendance of members. Upon a motion for a call 
of the House, less than a quorum may order the 
yeas and nays upon that proposition. Upona 
motion to adjourn, less than a quorum being pres- 
ent, the yeas and nays may be ordered, to ascer- 
tain whether there is a quorum present. There is 
no House for the performance of business, such 
as the passage of bills, and therefore no vote can 
be had upon it. 

Mr. CLEMENS. 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Upon that motion I call 
for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. How can the 
yeas and nays be ordered when there is no quo- 


rum? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has no doubt of 


the correctness of his decision. He wil! decide 


I move that the appeal be 


that question; for the Chair holds that he has the || 


right, in any mode, to determine whether there is 
or is not a quorum present. There may be one 
now. 

The Speaker proceeded to ascertain whether a 
quorum was present. 

Mr. STEPHENS. 
ing the yeas and nays. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
now adjourn. 

Mr. GAYLORD. 
on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 67, nays 66; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Willis Allen, Av- 
erett, Beale, John H. Boyd, Breckinridge, Briggs, Busby, 
Joseph Cable, Caldwell, Chandler, Chastain, Conger, Dis- 4 
ney, Dockery, Eastman, “Edmundson, Florence, Floyd, 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gilmore, Green, Grey, Sampson W. | 
Harris, Hascall, Hillyer, Ingersoll, Jenkins, James John- | 


I demand tellers on order- 


I move that the House do 


I call for the yeas and nays 
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son, John Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, 
Preston King, Kurtz, Landry, Leteher, Lockhart, Martin, 
MeMullin, John Moore, Morehead, Morrison, Murphy, Old-, 
Orr, Samuel W. Parker, Preston, Richardson, Riddle, Rob 


| in-on, Ross, Savage, Origen 8. Seymour, Smart, Frederick 


P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Abraham P. Stephens, 
Alexander H. Stephens, St. Martin, Sutherland, Sweet-er, 
Townshend, Venable, Wallace, Wilcox, and Williams—6/. 

NAY 8—Messrs. Allison, John Appleton, William Apple 
ton, Boceck, Bowie, Bragg Brenton, Albert G. Brown, 
Buell, Burrows, Burt, Lewis D. Campbell, Chapman, Clark, 
Clemens, Clingman, Cobb, Curtis, Darby, John G. Davis, 
Dean, Doty, Duncan, Gaylord, Giddings, Gorman, Grow, 
Hall, Harper [sham G. Harris, Haven, Hebard, Hendricks, | 
Henn, Hibbard, Horsiord, Houston, Howard, John W. 
Howe, Thomas M. Howe, Ives, Jackson, Andrew Johnson, 
Daniel ‘I’. Jones, Meachain, Miller, Millson, Molony, Mur- 
ray, Nabers, Penmiman, Perkins, Porter, Powell, Robie, 
Sabine, David L. Seymour, Smith, Stanly, Benjamin Stan 
ton, Stuart, Taylor, Thurston, Watkins, Welch, and Wil- 
drick—66. 


And thereupon the House adjourned till to-mor- 
row at twelve, m. | 





PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions and memorial were presented 


under the rnle, and referred to the appropriate committees : 


sy Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: The petition from citizens of 
Portage county, in favor of the treedom of the public lands 
to actual settiers. 

Also, the resolution of the Legislature of Ohio on the 
same subject. 

sy Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The petition of Thomas 
W. Grayson and 232 other citizens of Mississippi, praying 


| the removal of the land office from Augusta to Paulding, in 
| that State. 


Also, the petition of W. W. Drinkwater and 60 others, 
citizens of Mississippi, praying for the same. 

By Mr. BERNHISEL: The memorial of the Governor 
and Legislative Asseinbly of the Territory of Utah, praying 
Congress for the appointment of a commission to survey and 
mark the southern boundary of that Territory, and to make 
an appropriation to defray the expense of the same. 


IN SENATE. 
W epnespay, Deeember 


29, 1852. 
MEX CAN BOUNDARY. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 


| Senate a report of the Secretary of the Interior, 


communicating, in further compliance with the 


| resolution of the 19th of March last, a letter from 


the Fifth Auditor of the Treasury, inclosing a 


| statement of the disbursements made by John R. 


Bartlett, Commissioner to run and mark the 


| boundary line between the United States and 


Mexico. 

Mr. WELLER. I am very glad that that re- 
port has been made at last. have waited very 
impatiently, | must confess, for the last nine 


| months for it, for the purpose of being enabled to 


see how the public moneys had been expended. 
I do not know that it will be necessary to print 
the whole of these accounts; but, with a view to 


| ascertain whether it be necessary or not, | move 
| the reference of this communication and the ac- 


companying papers to the Select Committee who 


have been charged with the investigation of the | 
| affairs of the Mexican Boundary Commission. 


The motion was agreed to. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. RUSK presented a petition of citizens of 
Navarro county, Texas, praying the establishment 
of a mail route from Marshall to Waco Village, 
in that State; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of Betsey Norton, widow of 
Freeman Norton, a mariner in the naval service 
| of the United States during the war of the Revolu- 
tion, praying a pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. GWIN presented the memorial of Eliza 
Rives, widow of Samuel S. Rives, praying com- 
pensation for extra services of her husband while 
acting as master’s mate in the Navy; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Edmund 
Bartlett, a citizen of Moinéachidedeea praying in- 
demnity for French spoliations prior to 1800; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN presented the petition of 
William P. Buckner, for himself and Pierce Cros- 
by, passed midshipmen in the Navy, praying 
payment of the amount of prize money due them 
in the case of the schooner Oregon; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of citizens 
of Oberlin, Ohio, and a petition of John P. An- 
drews, praying the adoption of measures for the 
amicable settlement of international difficulties; 





| 


|| Mr. WELLER. 





Dee. 29, 


| which were referred to the Committee on F 
Relations. Wreig 
Mr. SHIELDS presented a memorial os 
mittee appointed by the corporation of aon 
town, praying the construction of a sys mg 
bridge across the Potomac ata point knee ao 
\the ** Three Sisters,” above that tows: — 
was referred to the Committee on the Distr 
Columbia. * 


GOLD COIN IN CALIFORNIA. 


I ask permission of the So, 
ate to introduce some memorials, signed by 4 |,,.., 
| number of merchants in the city of San Frane m 
in California, and by other persons, together Wit 
a number of memorials from various towns in 
| California, complaining of an act of Cong; 
| passed on the 20th of August, 1859, belne = 
| amendment to a general appropriation bill, whic 
they affirm operates Injuriously upon their jnre. 
ests. They pray that that act may be speed) 
| repealed, and that a law may be passed by (,,. 
gress legalizing the act of the Collector of ; 
| port In continuing to receive the issues of the 
/assay office, notwithstanding the law, and 4 
Treasury order which it invoked, and to make» 
those issues receivable for customs and other a 
lic dues by special enactment. In 1850 an act was 
passed establishing an assay office in San Fray. 
cisco. That office was authorized to convert; 
lumps and grains of gold obtained in Californiy 
into ingots and bars, and the Secretary of :, 
| Treasury assumed the power to receive these bars 
in payment of the public dues. By virtue of 
order issued by the Secretary of the Treasury 
they were thus received by the Collector of th 
port at San Francisco. The effect was, that the 
coin in the country was driven from circulatio) 
At the last session of Congress an amendment was 
made to the general appropriation bill, which sim. 
| ply authorized the Secretary of the Treasury tp 
| make a contract with oneor more assaying offices, 
ata rate not exceeding one ver cent., and then re. 
affirming the law of 1846, declaring that nothing 
but gold and silver coin should be received in pay- 
ment of the public dues. The consequence is, tha: 
| they now complain of being destitute of the coin 
necessary to pay the duties upon their goods 
| These ingots and bars have entered into the cir 
| lation of the country, and expelled the coin there 
from. 
1 am willing to go as far as a proper regard 
the other interests of California will allow met 
go, in remedying the evils of which they com- 
| plain. Lam satisfied that there is not now coin 
‘| enough to enable the importing merchants to dis- 
charge those duties, or to meet the ordinary wants 
of the State. I would be willing that these ingots 
of the assay office should be received in paymen! 
| of the public dues at their actual value; but the 
difficulty is in ascertaining what is their actue 
value, unless you have them refined, and uniess 
you can by some mode ascertain the precise 
amount of alloy contained in them, It is a sub 
ject which [ hope will receive the careful consider- 
ation of the committee to which I wish to have the 
memorials referred. I am sure there is every (lis- 
position on the part of the Representatives irom 
| the State of California to do everything in their 
power to mitigate the evil of which they comp!air 
and furnish them an adequate currency; but whi 
I affirm that, we are bound to look also to the other 
interests of the people of California. They don 
desire to do anything which shall build up a power 
there which shall prevent a complete and full exe 
cution of the law providing. for the establishmes' 
of a branch Mint in California. We did think, 
and still think, that on the part of the Execut't 
branch of this Government there has been unre 
| sonable delay, and that under the existing '4¥ 
there might have been much more done to prevet! 
| the evils which now exist there; much could hav 
| been done by the Treasury Department. 
But I will not trespass on the time of the Sens 
| It is a subject to which I have not turned my * 
tention until very recently, knowing that it had 
| gaged the close attention and the untiring indust 
of my colleague. His connection with this s” 
ject from the beginning, enabled him to undersia" 
it much better than I could. Z 
I move that the memorials be referred to * 
Committee on Finance. ‘ 
| Mr. GWIN spoke at some length upon thes” 
ject which his colleague had brought to the notice 
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cpoRTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 
REPOK ‘ ‘ 
HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 


r. . . : 

“ ‘o which was referred the petition of Henry 
merce, * ¥* : : 
W. Kuhtmann, reported a bill authorizing the 
\ of the Treasury to Issue & new register 


Secretary | 

‘1. chip Prentice, and change her name to 

; - Leonie; which was read a first and second 

» by its title, and considered as in Committee 

» Whole. Na amendment being made, it 

-eported to the Senate, ordered to a third 
‘ing, read a third time, and passed. _ 

Mr. BROD!!EAD, from the Committee on 

to which was referred the petition of Ann 


was rT 


Claims, 
Dudley, submitted an adverse report thereon; 
whieh was ordered to be printed. 


Vr. BRADBURY, from the Committee on the 
Tydiciary, to which were referred documents rela- 
‘ne to the claims of the States of Maine and Mas- 
sachusetts, submitted a report, accompanied by a 
bill to remunerate the States of Maine and Mas- 

.ehysetts for lands conveyed to enable the United 
States to fulfill stipulations in the treaty of Wash- 

ton; which was read and passed to a second 


reading. The report was ordered to be printed. 


SAFETY OF STEAMBOAT PASSENGERS. 
Mr. DAVIS. 


to which the subject was referred, have instructed 
me to report ‘* A joint resolution allowing, in cer- 
tain cases, to the owners of steamers further time 
to make the necessary preparations to bring their 
vessels within the provisions of an act entitled * An 


The Committee on Commerce, | 


act to amend an act entitled An act to provide for | 


the better security of the lives of passengers on 
board of vessels propelled in whole or part by 
steam, and for other purposes,’ approved August 


tume. 


The resolution was read a first and second time, | 
and considered by the Senate as in Committee of | 


the Whole. It proposes to resolve, that if any 


. — 
inspector of steamers, appointed under the act of | 


August 30th, 1852, be not furnished seasonably 
with the necessary means of discharging his 
duty, or if he shall be satisfied, when an enrolled, 
licensed, or registered steamer is inspected by him, 
and found deficient in the requirements made by 
that act, that those omissions are not occasioned 
by any fault or neglect of the owner or master, 
he may grant such further reasonable time, after 
that act goes into effect, as he may deem sufficient, 
with due diligence, to make all the necessary prep- 


arations: provided the time allowed shall in no || 


case exceed ninety days; and that no vessel al- 
lowed further time for preparation shall be liable 
to seizure orto any penalty, during the time speci- 
fied, for any deficiency intended to be covered by 
the extension of time granted by the inspectors. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, 1 beg leave to 
state to the Senate, that it has been represented by 
peution, and also by communications received from 


the inspectors, that they are not themselves quite | 


oer. the necessary instruments not having 
een, In some instances, placed in their hands, to 
make the tests required by the law as early as 
the first of January; and that there are many 
steamers which, from good reasons, are not pre- 
pared to come under the law, not having yet com- 


<aeat ann ; 
ied with the provisions which are necessary. | 


his resolution makes provision that in all such 
cases the inspectors may extend the time, not 
exceeding ninety days. 
resolution should be passed immediately, and I 


hope the Senate will pass it and send it to the 


House to-day 


The resolution was reported to the Senate with- 
out amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read a third time, and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


It is necessary that the | 








A message was received from the House of | 


fpresentatives by Mr. P. B. Hares, its Chief 
an announcing that it had passed a joint res- 
olution from the Senate in relation to the census 


returns from the State of California, without | 


amendment. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BRODH EAD agreeably to previous noti 
asked and obtained leave to s dace ain ain 


| the time. 


further prowsion against counterfeiting the current 
coin of the United States, and passing the same; 
which was read and passed to the second reading, 
and ordered to be printed. i 


SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC PRINTING. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives by Mr. Hays, its Chief Clerk, 
announcing that it had passed a joint resolution 
authorizing the employment of two clerks and one 
messenger in the office of the Superintendent of 
Public Printing, in which it requested the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

Mr. BORLAND. Mr. President, it is import- 
ant that that resolution should be acted upon now, 
in order to enable the Superintendent to perform 
his duties. I therefore move that it be taken up 
for consideration. 

The motion was agreed to, and the resolution 
was read a first and second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It isto authorize 
the Superintendent of Public Printing to employ 
two clerks, at an annual compensation of $1,500 
each, and one messenger at three dollars per day, 
being the annual compensation and per diem al- 
lowed to clerks and messengers in the office of the 
Secretary of the Senate and of the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives. 

Mr. BORLAND. Mr. President,I have buta 
few words to say in explanation of the character 
and necessity of this resolution. Under the act 
passed at the last session regulating the mode of 
executing our public printing, provision was made 
for the appointment of a Superintendent of the 
Public Printing; but there was an omission in that 
bill. Iecalled the attention of the Senate to it at 
I stated that it was impossible for any 
single individual to perform the duties required of 
the Superintendent by that bill. I was then of the 
opinion that it would take at least six persons to 


| perform those duties; but the Superintend-nt 
30th, 1852;”’ which I ask may be considered at this || ; p 


after having systemized his business very well, 
thinks that he can perform his duties with two 
clerks and one messenger. The Committee or 
Printing had the subject before them, and author- 
ized the introduction of this joint resolution into the 
other House. It has passed there, and has now 
come to the Senate. Itisindispensable that some- 
thing of this sort should be done to enable the 
Superintendent to perform his duties. We ail 
must perceive that under our new system the pub- 


lic printing is done remarkably well, and with 


great promptitude—much better and much quicker 
than we have ever had it done before; and this 
resolution is indispensable to enable the Superin- 


| tendent and Public Printer to go on and present 


| tinctly the reading of the resolution. 


'and one messenger. 


the work to us as they have done. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I did not hear very dis- 
Does it pro- 
vide for two clerks? 

Mr. BORLAND. 


It provides for two clerks 
I would say to my friend 


| from Pennsylvania, that | was astonished that the 


Superintendent of Printing could perform his 
duties with that assistance. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I have nothing more to 
say. I yield to the honorable Senator from Ar- 


| kansas, who understands this subject so well. 


Mr. CASS. I presume these officers are very 
necessary, and I merely rose to ask the chairman, 
or some member of the Committee on Printing, in 


| consequence of what I saw had been stated in 


the other House, whether the appointment of 
these two clerks will not render unnecessary the 
continuance of the clerk to the Committee on 
Printing. If the committee say that this assist- 
ance is necessary to enable the Superintendent of 
Public Printing to discharge his duties, | have no 
objection; but it was stated in the House that they 


|| would do precisely the duties now done by the 


| clerk of the Committee on Printing. 


Mr. BORLAND. I cannot answer very con- 
fidently, at this time, the question of the Senator; 
but it is very probable, that after this session, the 
committee wil! be enabled to dispense with the ser- 
vices of their clerk. The committee, however, can- 
not dispense with his services during this session, 
because there is a great deal of business under the 
old system which has yet to be closed up and fin- 
ished. Until we have had an opportunity to see 
fully the workings of the new system dev eloped, we 
cannot tell whether or not we shall be enabled to 
dispense with our clerk. Under a resolution passed 


introduce a bill making |/ at the last session, he is to be continued through 
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His speech will be found in the 


165 


this Congress; but if after this session, the com- 
mittee find that they can dispense with his ser- 
vices, they will not ask for his further continu- 
ance, 

The resolution was reported to the Senate with- 
out amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
thira time, and passed. 


ROADS IN OREGON TERRITORY. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I wish to call up a bill in re- 
lation to Oregon Territory, which passed the 
House at the last When it came into 
this body at that time, it was very much urged, 
but it was said that there was not time to consider 
it. As Oregon has no representative here, | hope 
it will be treated with some degree of liberality. I 
therefore move that the Senate take up the bill 
from the House, * for the construction of military 
roads in Oregon Territory.”’ 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill as in Committee of the 
Whole. It proposes to appropriate $20,000 for 
the construction of a from Stilacoomb, on 
Puget’s Sound, to Fort Wallawalla; and $20,000 
for the construction of a road from the mouth of 
Myrtle Creek, on the Umpqua river, to Camp 
Stuart, in Rogue River Valley. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


session. 


roa 


OSBORN CROSS. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I wish to call up another 
House bill, which I think will give rise to no con- 
test. If it does, I will consent to its being post- 
poned. My purpose is to get clear of the docket 
as fast as possible. [ move to take up the bill 
‘*for the relief of Osborn Cross, of the United 
States Army.’’ 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. It proposes to direct the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in adjusting the accounts of Osborn 
Cross, a Quartermaster in the United States Army, 
to give him credit for a sum equal to the amount 
of the Treasury notes of which he was robbed in 
New Orleans, on the 8th of October, 1842, to wit: 
About $6,603 92; after deducting the amount re- 
covered from the robbers, about €3,338 45. 

Atthe request of several Senators the report of the 
Committee on Claims of the House of Represent- 
atives was read, from which it appeared that Os- 
born Cross, as Quartermaster, received October 7, 
1842, three drafts from the Government, amounting 
in the aggregate to $34,000, one of them for $10,006 
being on account of the Commissary department 
to pay to Peters & Miller, of New Orleans, a debt 
which was due to them, and hie received the change 
in Treasury notes to the amount of over $6,000. 
He endeavored to place those Treasury notes in the 
Union Bank of New Orleans, which was the usual 
depository of Government funds on general deposit, 
so that they, being needed for immediate and con- 
stant use, might bedrawnon. Butthe bank refused 
to receive them on deposit. On the 8th of October, 
1842, before leaving his office, he locked up those 
funds, together with some $300 of private funds, 
in an iron safe, the best that could be procured 
It appears that four negro men had entered into a 
conspiracy to rob the office. One of them, named 
Tom, had been employed abou: the office for some 
weeks previously. He had made arrangements 
to conceal another negro, George, in the store- 
room on the lower floor, which communicated 
with the office. He wasso concealed, and after 
the office was locked up, went out through the 
back door and shortly afterwards returned, and 
succeeded in opening the safe containing the 
funds, and rifled it of its contents. Quartermaster 
Cross, as soon as he ascertained the robbery, 
exerted and continued to exert every effort to 
recover the money and detect the robbers, and 
notified the Treasury of the United States of the 
robbery and the exact Treasury notes lost. He 
succeeded in a few days in recovering a por- 
tion of the notes, to the amount of over $3,000. 
The balan¢e he could not recover. A court of 
inquiry was called, and held a short time after- 
wards, at his own instance, to investigate his con- 
duct in the premises The court was held at New 
Orleans, November 29, 1842, and after taking a 
good deal of testimony and examining the case, 
they found that Captain Osborn Cross took all the 
usual and necessary precaution for the safe-keep- 
ing of the public funds in his possession, and that 
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no blame or neglect could -be 
The committee being of this opinion, and consid- 
ering the efforts which he had made to recover the 
amount, thought it that the Government 
should indemnify him. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and the tion was, ** Shall 1: be 
ordered to a third reading?”’ 

Mr. HALE. It seems to me that this bill is 
going a step further than we went yesterday. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Oh, There is not an in- 
stance of this kind which has ever occurred, and 
which has been well made out, where the officer 


attributed to him. 
right 


ques 


has not obtained relief on the same principle as in 
the case of an agent ora bailee. ‘This was an act 
d upon this officer, by 
which he lost not only public, but his own private 
funds. No restitution is asked, and none is 

posed to be made for the private funds. 


of public robbery committ 


pro- 
All that 
he asks is, that he be relieved from the responsi- 
bility of that portion of the public funds which 
could not be recovered. 

I know Colonel Cross well. He was Quarter- 
master under General Wool, and was one of the 
most efficient Qu ; 
United States, and brother of a gallant o 
was murdered. 
this case. I have not prepared it myself, for the 
bill has come from the Tlouse. 


irtermasters in the service of the 
licer who 
‘There is no possible doubt about 


Colonel TOSS, as 
the report shows, made an eflort to pla e these 
funds in the Government depository—in the bank 
in which the Government had instructed him to 
place them. ‘That bank refused to 
and on the nicht afterwards 
the office, broke open the safe, and took the money. 

Mr. HALE. One of the negroes, I believe, 
was employed about the office. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HALE. Ido not know that I have any 
particular objection to the bill, for I like to see 
evidences of progress; and it is said that we are 
living in an age of progress. The honorable Sen- 
ator from Michigan [Mr. Cass] yesterday thought 
that we were going pretty far in passing a bill to 
relieve an officer who lost Government funds by 
intrusting them to his confidential clerk. 7 

Mr.SHIELDS. This is not such acase. 

Mr. HALE. I know that. This is a progres- 
sive case, Yesterday we guarantied an officer 
againsta Joss occurring through the want of fidelity 
on the part of his confidential clerk; and to-day it 
is proposed that we shall relieve an officer from 
responsibility for a loss incurred through want of 
fidelity in his negroman. Thatis the whole of it. 
This robbery was committed, I suppose, by a 
slave who was employed about the premises to 
take care of the funds. 

Mr. BADGER. Not to take care of the funds. 

Mr. HALE. 
office. 

Mr. BADGER. 
things. 

Mr. HALE. He did not prove faithful, and 
we are called upon to insure his faithfulness. That 
is the amount of it. Perhaps it may be all right. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. There isa difference be- 
tween the color of the skin of the people in those 
two cases. 

Mr. HALE. That is all the difference I see. 
If the Senator thinks that the color of the skin 
should make no difference, I would like him to 
carry his doctrine a little further than these relief 
bills. It strikes me that this will be a very dan- 
gerous precedent, but I do not know that [ shall 
interpose any particular objection to it. Thecase 
I understand to be this: A Government officer 
had funds kept in an apartment. He employed a 
negro about the premises, the Senator from North 
Carolina suggests to sweep the office and do the 
ordinary duties of such a man, who took advan- 
tage of the confidence reposed in him, as a confi- 
dential servant, to rob his master;and now weare 
called upon to indemnify the master, so far as the 
funds of the United States are concerned. That 
I understand to be the character of the bill. If 
the Senate choose to pass it, I have no fault to 
find. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading, there be- 
ing, ona division—ayes 24, noes 10. It was then 
read a third time, and passed. 


receive them: 


four hnecroes ente red 


To sweep the office, and such 


HODGBS AND LANSDALP. 
Mr. PRATT. « I ask the Senate to take un the 


bill **for the relief of Hodges & Lansdale, and | 


At any rate to take care of the. 


the legal representatives of 
ceased.” 


tinaldo Johnson, de- 
t is a bill which was reported from the 
Committee on Claims, and will not, | apprehend, 
meet with opposition on the part of any Senator. 

‘The motion was acreed lo, and the bill was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

It proposes to direct the proper accounting offi- 
cers to audit the claims of Hodges & Lansdale, 
and the legal representatives of Rinaldo Johnson, 
troyed by the British in 1814, at the 
warehouses at Nottingham & Magruder’s ferry, 
in Prince George’s county, Maryland; and, from 
may be exhibited to them, within 
six months after the passage of the act, ascertain 
the quantity and value of the tobacco so destroyed, 
and pay the amount so ascertained to be due. 
FELCH. Mr. President, 1 believe the 
Senator from Delaware, [Mr. Bay ARD,| who is 
now absent, has paid some attention to this class 
of cases, and [ would suggest the propriety of 
lowing the bill to be passed over until his return. 
‘l'his is not, as I apprehend, an -isolated case, but 
there are several cases depending on the same 
principle, growing out of the same transaction, 
known as the ** tobacco cases.’’ [ have not ex- 
amined them myself, but I know that the Senator 
from Delaware has examined them, and was pre- 
himself to make some remarks upon the 
subject, and submit some documents which, for 
glad to see and hear. I hope, 
therefore, that the bill will be passed over. 

Mr. PRATT. Lam not aware that the Senator 
from Delaware is opposed to the present case. 
‘There were several other bills of a somewhat sim- 
ilar character reported by me, to which he men- 


tor tobacco des 


S uch proof as 


svil. 


paring 
i 


one, l should be 


tioned that he was opposed. But the Senate deter- | 


mined the other day that the absence of a Senator 
who might be opposed to a bill was no reas‘n for 
its postponement. All | ask now is, that my 
honorable friend will permit the report to be read. 
It states the facts clearly and simply as they are 
sustained by the testimony in the case. If, after 
the reading of the report, there should be any 
doubt on the part of any Senator, the case can be 
postponed for further examination. But I appre- 
hend no Senator, after hearing the report read, 
will entertain a doubt in regard to it. 

Mr. CASS. 
calling for the reading of the report. 

Mr. PRATT. The facts of the case are these: 
During the war of 1812, the British held posses- 
sion ot Patuxentriver. The State of Maryland 
had established warehouses upon the margin of 
that river for the inspection of the tobacco of the 
planters of the surrounding country. All the to- 
bacco was inspected there by the public inspectors; 
and the habit was, for them to issue what were 
called ‘* tobacco notes,’’ showing the quantity of 
tobacco received and in store, which notes passed 
from hand tohand. These notes, therefore, were 
conclusive evidence of the quantity of tobacco in- 
These warehouses were occupied as a 
depository for munitions of war by our army 
sent down there for the purpose of preventing the 
landing of the British; and the tobacco was rolled 
out of the warehouses, and made a breastwork, 
from which the enemy was fought and repulsed on 
more than one occasion. Thetobacco was found 
to be an entire barrier to the cannon of the éne- 
my. The militia fought from behind it with great 
bravery; and, indeed, they ran no risk whatever; 
but they repulsed the enemy by reason of the to- 
bacco hogsheads which were. rolled up before 
them. When, however, the British determined to 
come here for the purpose of taking possession of 
the seat of Government, they came in very large 
force, and drove away the militia. They then 
took and destroyed the tobacco warehouses, and 
the tobacco. 

This claim is made by the owners of the tobacco 
thus destroyed, upon such evidence as they will 
offer to the Department, showing conclusively the 
quantity destroyed, and asking remuneration for 
hat destruction, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Norris.) 
Does the Senator call for the reading of the report ? 

Mr. PRATT. The report states these facts, 
and I suppose it is not necessary to read it. 

Mr. CASS. I think that, according to the state- 
ment just made by the Senator from Maryland, 


spected. 


there can be no doubt about the case; but upon || 


principles of law, perfectly well recognized, we 
are bound to pay. 


State the facts yourself, without 
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The bill was reported to the Senate witha, 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for ath 
reading, read a third time, and pessed, 5 am 

EBENEZER DUMONT, 

Mr. BRIGHT. I ask the indulvence wha 
Senate to take up the bill for the relief of Lie, 
ant Colonel Ebenezer Dumont. It has passes 
Senate four mes, I believe, and been lef Se 
House among the unfinished business 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill y 
read a second time, and considered as in (, oe 
tee of the Whole. It proposes to direct the Se. 
retary of War to cause to be paid to Ebene, 
Dumont $125, the value of & ‘horse belonsing 
him which was lost in the battle of the 9h Ow 
ber, 1847, at Huamantla, Mexico. 

Mr. WELLER. It strikes me that it would 
better to have some explanation of this bill, | 
as anxious as any one that honest claims show\s 
pass Congress; but I am afraid that some Jones 
ones are going through for want of attention , 
the part of Senators. 

Mr. BRIGHT. This bill was reported fro, 
the Committee on Claims by the honorable ge, 
ator from Mississippi, [Mr. Apams.] 

Mr. WELLER. If my friend from Missis; 
reported it, I am satisfied that itis an honest ela m. 
and do not call for the reading of the report. 

Mr. HALE. I would like to hear the re 
read, although it does come from the Senator fr 
Mississippi. 

The report was accordingly read; from whi 
it appeared that, according to the affidavit of Colo. 
nel Gorman, a member of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and colonel of the 4th regiment of | 
ana volunteers, Lieutenant Colonel Dumont was 
in the battle of Huamantia in the discharge of his 
duty, and lost in that battle a horse, saddle, and 
bridle, which fell into the hands of the enemy, 
without any fault or neglect on his part. The 
committee think the Government responsible in 
equity and justice. 

The bill was reported to the Senate with 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 

ISAAC L. BATTLE. 

On motion by Mr. RUSK, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the joint resolution ‘ for the relief of the estate of 
Isaa¢ L. Battle.’’ It proposes to release the estate 
of Isaac L. Battle, deceased, late of Jackson 
county, Florida, from any liability under a judg- 
ment heretofore obtained by the Post Office De- 
partment against him as guarantor on bebalf of 
Charles Matthews and William King, late of that 
county and State, as bidders for a contract to carry 
the United States mail three times a week each 
way between Bainbridge, Georgia, and Pensacole 
Florida. 

The resolution was reported to the Senate with- 
out amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read a third time, and passed. 

PIONEER MANUFACTURING COMPANY. 


Mr. WALKER. I wish the Senate to take up 
a bill of no private character, but which is local to 
the District of Columbia; and I hope the Senate 
will indulge me in that desire. I move to take up 
the bill ‘‘ To incorporate the Pioneer Manufactur- 
ing Company of Georgetown, in the District o! 
Columbia.”’ 

The motion was agreed to, and the bill was read 
a second time,and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole. It proposes to make Thomas 
Wilson, Evans Lyon, Esau Pickerell, and Thom- 
as Brown, their associates, successors, and as- 
signs, a body-corporate and politic, by the name 
of **The Pioneer Manufacturing Company °! 
Georgetown,”’ to have all the rights and privileges, 
and be subject to all the duties and liabilities, 
a corporation, and to exercise all rights and pire 
ileges incident to a corporation for manufacturing 
cotton, woolen, or silk goods or fabrics, and vend- 
ing the same, and for constructing all machinery 
for that purpose. The bill also allows them ' 
hold, use, and enjoy such quantity of land as may 
be sufficient for prosecuting their business, and 
erecting thereon such buildings as may be nec’ 7 
sary; and that the capital stock shall not excee® 
$200,000, to be divided into shares of $100 eac!, 
which shares shall be deemed to be personal estate. 

The bill was reported to the Senate witho" 
+ amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a thir 
\l reading, reada third time, and passed. 
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: - ‘N DER WooD. Lask the Senate to take 
«for the relief of James Jeffreys and 
M. Smith,” which has been reported 
Committee on the Post Office and Post 
The Postmaster General has felt it to be 

. « fine two Kentuckians very heavily, 

, to relieve them from this fine. I 

. Ganate will have no objection to extend 


arreed to, and the bill was read 


r ' ion W 
sia 1 time, and considered as in Committee of 
W e. 
nen t0 direg! the Postmaster General to 
, James Je reys and Jeremiah M. Smith 
sie irantors, from the penalty incurred by 
) <“ on their part, to carry the United States 
on routes numbered 6262, 6269, and 6277, 
-to the bid offered by them, and accepted 
Drat Office De partment; and also to caus? 
“Aa Jeffreys and Smith, any fines 
iby them I consequence of such failure on 
\ ALKE . If there be any report ac- 
} !, Lshould like to hear it read. 
RESH MENT. The Chair understands 
here is no report. 
Mr. UNDER 2xWOOD. I can state the facts 
5 ns ils made bids to carry the mail on 
route Texas. The advertisement of the 
rent a “| the distances on those routes: 
turned out that the distances were much 
» than were advertised; and that, for the 


nt for which these men agreed to ci urry the 
they ¢ sould vot possibly ace omplish the work. 

Vey therefore failed to put the contracts in exe- 
, But they were bidders upon various other 
routes which they did put in execution, and the 
General fined them heavily for not 


Postmaster 


rving the mails upon the long routes, in regard 
the distance of which there was a mistake in 
1dvertisements. ‘The bill merely relieves them 


mm the fines imposed, for failing to put those 
ito execution, and provides for the re- 
funding of the money which the Postmaster Gen- 
eral has actually detained from the amounts due 

em on their other routes, and for which they 
have performed the service required. 
BAN le of it. 

Mr. WELLER. I should like to have the Sen- 
vom Kentucky inform me what was the dif- 
e between the route advertised and the route 

er which the mail was to be earried. What 
was the difference in the distance? In the next 
place, { should like to know the amount of fines 
which have been assessed by the Postmaster Gen- 

|. | believe that undewthe general law, that 


ts ll 


trac 


alo 


eral. 


officer is authorized to adjust such questions as | 


s, and should like to have the reason assigned 
why he has not acted in this case? 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. These individuals live 
at no great distance from my residence, in an ad- 
ning county. I have had conversations with 
mon the subject, and | have also had conver- 
in with the Postmaster General with regard to 
it, and I will briefly state the facts. The Postmas- 
ter General says, that under the existing law—for I 
asked him upon that subject, and I thought, like 
he Senator from ¢ ‘alifornia, that he could remedy 
ie evil—his opinion is, he cannot release the fines. 
The ese gentlemen, after bidding upon the Texas 
utes, actually went to Texas, and they did every 
ung in the world which they could do to put in 
operation those lines in Texas for which they bid. 
but they found they could not do it. The differ- 
ence in distance was in some cases, | think, fifty, 
din some a hundred miles, or more. I do not 
;. remember exactly, but the difference was so great 
comparison with the length of the routes adver- 
ed, that it was manifest they could not accom- 
plish the work for the amount which they had bid 
lor it, jkr had therefore to fail in that part of 
They then put into operation all 
routes for which they had bid and ob- 
contracts; and the Postmaster General re- 


a 


the contract 


ier 


ed 


tained from the money which should have been 
paid to them for those contracts, the fines for not 
patting into operation the contracts in Texas. 


Ane committee, as 
Yl, upon seeing the 


“ner 


will be perceived from the 
difference in the distances, 
proper to release these men from their 
id the money which will be paid to them, 


ill shall pass, will be exe ictly the amount 
iey have earned by the execution of work 


ies: 





lis some 


That is the 
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on other routes, act 


has been retained | 


ually performed, and which 
> the Postmaster General. | 
cannot be more sped: not having looked at the 
distances since the last session of C But 
the 
have to lie 


ongress, 
if it be necessary that I shall state | 

differences in distance, the matter wil 
over until I can obtain the information, beca at 
present I cannot state it. I can only state to the 
Senate that the fines have been imposed becau 
these individuals did not put into operation the 
lines for which they had bid in Texas; and the 
Department has retained the money which it 
that these men should have 


| 
rrecisely 
; d 
i 


use 
se 


Is 


absolutely necessary 


for the purpose of enabling them to go on and ful- 
fill their contracts on other lines. ‘The simple 
question is, whether, when a mistake of that sort 
has been made, and individuals have bid, under 
the expectation of be ing able to execute the con- 
tract, Congress will enforce it upon them, althoug! 
they were deceived by the advertisement of the 
Department, and found, when they came to ex- 
amine the route, that they could not execute the 
work for the price stipuls te dr 

l wish to be perf ‘thy eandid, and to state all 
that I know upon the subject. The advertisement 
of the Postmaster General did, upon the face of it, 
state that bidders must take care in reference to the 
bids which they put in. And these individuals 
told me, in the conversations which I had with 
hem, that, although from this they might have 
fad notice which would have strictly required 
them to ascertain whether there was any excess 
over the length of the road advertised, yet they 
found that the distances upon the routes in Ken 


tucky for which they bid, were 
the 
with which they were not acquainted 
ly But they ascertaineu, 


‘Texas for the purpose of putting their 


renerauy so cor- 


rect that they sup posed distances of 


routes 
were equal- 
correct, u 


on visiting 


contracts 


into operation, that the differences of distance were 

wai oat sib] of ' ‘ 
so great that it was impossible for them to execute 
the contracts for the amounts contained in the 
bids. 


ained from them 
dollars ullv. 
iw contracts 


The amount which has been det 
four or five hundred 
The routes upon which they are fulfill 
are principally horse routes. They : € poor men, 
and the amount detained from them has, by this 
time, probably reached fourteen or fifteen hundred 
dollars. The question is whether the Senate will 
relieve them, under these circumstances. 

Mr. ADAMS. The C the United 
States has established a precedent in a case of this 
kind, but I do not understand that the bill of my 
friend from Kentucky comes up exactly to that 
precedent. It will be recollected that the Collins 
line obtained increased compensation, not because 
the parties were unable to comply with their con- 
tract, but because they could not make money 
enough upon it. The Senate and House of 
resentatives increased their compensation 
on the nd that they could not make 
enough under their contract 
that they were really losing money. 

Now, if my friend from Kentucky will show 
us that these men could not have carried the mail 
according to the contract, without losing 
it would come up to the precedent set m that case: 
and I think the fact that they are poor men ought 
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ongress of 


Rep- 
simply 
money 
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grou 
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money, 


not to operate against them. If my friend will 
show that they would have lost money by com- 
plying with their contract, I shall vote for his 


I voted for that, but as it has 
hatit should 


t the 


propo sition: not that 
become a precedent, I am unwilling t 


operate in favor of the rich and agains poor. 
I would suggest, however, to my friend from 
Kentucky, a slightalteration in his bill. Itstates, 
[ believe, that the routes, as advertised, were not 
equal to the actual distance, and although the par- 
ties were put upon their gnard, yet they did rely 
upon the advertisement, and were deceived. If 
the bill should be so changed as to provi le tha 


this rélief should be extended to them, proyided it 


should be ascertain ed that the distance was really 
rreater than that which was advertised, | would 
vote for it with great for 1 think it 
has merits. 

Mr. RUSK. I hope this b 


the honor able Sena 


cheerfulness, 
il will pass, and ut 


tor from M ississty | 


draw his opposition to it 
Mr. ADAMS I thought 1 was in favor of it. 
Mr. RUSK. | had oceasion to investigate thi 
matter, and the facts are as stated by the Senator 


from Kentucky. These parties ma le a number 


different mail 
Texas; and they 
to examinethe routes, 
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some in 


of s for They bid for 
found, when they came 
that they had been so much 
deceived by the statement of the distances © contained 
in the advertisement the Department, that 
was utterly impossible for them to fulfill their cor 
tract. The Department have said that, 
law, as it exists up to this time, they 
force claims against parties totally failing to comply 
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laws are so defective that those who d 
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the very facts for informa- 
put 


idding, after these in- 


asked 


routes 


about which he 
‘| ne 
and let subsequent to this 
dividuals did not execute 
price much higher than that for which they con- 
tracted: so that it has been shown by the subse- 


tion, have occurred were out 


the contract, and ata 


quent conduct of the Department that these men 
could not reasonably have executed their contracts 
for the amounts for which they bid. ‘lhe inform- 
ation, therefore, exists on the record just exactly 
as he wants it. 

Mr. ADAMS. That is perfectly satisfactory. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The whole matter, ac- 
cording to the unanswerable statement of the gen- 
tleman from Texas, chairman of the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads, 1s just this: 
The Government got hold of the money of these 
men, because they were executing a part of the con- 
tracts; and having got their money, it will not let 
them have it. The Government would not fulfill 
its contract, and pay these individuals, because it 
said they were violating another contract, without 
giving them a chance to defend themselves. | 
hope my friend from Wisconsin will refer his 
case to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, and let it take the regular course, and not 
embarrass my bill with it. 

Mr. WALKER. I will withdraw the amend- 
ment, for | do not wish to embarrass the bill. I 
am in favor of it. I have believed that there was 
great injustice in imposing these penalties upon 
bidders for mail routes. I think so yet. As has 
been remarked by the chairman of the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads, it does seem 
that there are occasionally individuals seized upon 
and made to pay these penalties, while in a great 
majority of cases they are allowed to escape. The 
case of Mr. Pardee, to which I have referred, was 
a hard one; but as it is deemed an embarrassment 
by the Senator from Kentucky to add it to this 
bill, | withdraw the amendment. I shall take 
occasion, however, to present it as an independent 
matter to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


EDWIN LORD AND FRANCIS BACON, 


Mr. FISH. Lask the Senate to take up for 
consideration the bill ‘* for the relief of Edwin 
Lord and Francis Bacon,’ reported from the Com- 
mittee on Finance, which I presume will give rise 
to no debate. 

The motion was agreed to. The bill was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. It proposesto discharge Edwin Lord 
and Francis Bacon from all liability and indebted- 
ness growing out of certain judgments recovered 
against them by the United States, in the circuit 
court of the United States, for the southern dis- 
trict of New York, at the April term of that court, 
in the year 1840, if they shall make it appear to 
the satisfaction of the Secretary of the Treasury 
that they have done no act fraudulently to deprive 
the United States of their legal priority, and that 
they have not been guilty of any fraud, or made 
any conveyance of their esiates, real or personal, 
in trust for themselves, or with intent to de- 
fraud the United States, or to gain any benefit or 
advantage to themselves or their families. It is 
provided that the release shall be rendered null 
and void, if it shall beat any time ascertained that 
they have obtained it upon false suggestions. 

Mr. ADAMS called for the reading of the re- 
port, and it was accordingly read. 

From the report itappears that the firm of Ed- 
win Lord and Company, composed of Edwin Lord 
and Francis Bacon, were engaged, from 1828 to 
1838, in the business of importing foreign dry 
goods, and the sale on commission of goods and 
merchandise. In 1834 they had a capital of more 
than $30,000; but during the great fire in New 
York, in 1835, there was consumed in their store, 
merchandise upon which they had advanced 
$90,000, and upon the most of which there was an 
insurance, upon which they realized only about 
seventy per cent., by reason of the insolvency of 
the insurance companies. They were enabled to 
continue business, until the pressure produced by 
the commercial crisis of 1837 and 1838, when they 
were deprived, by reason of losses, amounting to 
apwards of $151,000, of the ability to meet their 
engagements. During the time they were en- 


| public works and buildings, and for other pur- 
| poses;’’ and also, that after the a of the res- 
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gaged in importing, they paid into the Treasury 
of the United States, as duties on importations, 
the sum of $965,487, but left unpaid duty bonds 
upon the 12th July, 1839, amounting to $45,169. | 
The United States sued out the bonds, and re- 


| covered that amount, which, with interest and 


costs, amounted altogether to $50,542 72. The 
committee think that the case comes within the | 
spirit of the act of March 2, 1831, for the relief of 
insolvent debtors avainst the United States, and | 
think it equally entitled to favorable consideration 
with the numerous claims which were relieved | 
under that act. They therefore recommend the 
passage of the bill granting relief, in order that the | 


| claimants may have an opportunity of engaging | 


| The duties incumbent upon the latter office, with | 


| joint resolution approved September 1ith, 1841, 
| entitled ** A joint resolution making it the duty of 
| the Attorney General to examine into the titles of 


| be passed. 


without amendment, ordered to be engrossed for 


in business, in order to support themselves and | 
families. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


reading, read a third time, and passed. 


SOLICITOR OF THE TREASURY. 

Mr. TOUCEY. Mr. President, if there be no 
objection, | would ask the Senate to take up at 
this time, a joint resolution reported by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, at the last session, ‘* to 
confer additional duties and powers on the Solicitor | 
of the Treasury.’’ The object of that resolution 
is to transfer from the office of the Attorney Gen- 
eral, to that of the Solicitor of the Treasury, the 
duty of examining titles where lands are to be 
purchased for custom-houses, armories, and for 
public objects generally. I believe there is no ob- 
jection to it In any quarter. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the resolution. It proposes to transfer to the So- 
licitor of the Treasury all the duties imposed upon 
the Attorney General of the United States by the 


the lands or sites proposed to be purchased for the 
purpose of erecting thereon armories and other 


olution no public money shall be expended upon 
any land or site thereafter to be purchased by the 
United States for the purposes specified in the res- | 
olution of 1841, until the opinion of the Solicitor 
of the Treasury shall be had in favor of the valid- | 
ity of the title, and until the consent of the Legis. | 
lature of the State in which the land or site may 
be, shall be obtained for the purpose of having the 
land or site free from taxation. 

Mr. TOUCEY. It is now by law made the 
duty of the Attorney General to examine into the 
validity of titles of sites for armories and custom- 
houses, and lands proposed to be taken for public | 
objects generally. The object of this joint reso- 
lution is to transfer that duty to the Solicitor of 
the Treasury. The arrangements of that office 
are such that the examination can be conveniently 
made, altogether more conveniently and to a better 
effect than in the offiee of the Attorney General. 


the restricted number of clerks assigned to it, are 
so great as to render it almost impossible that the 
Attorney General can attend to this branch of the 
duties now imposed upon him, It necessarily 
occasions great delay; and there is no provision 
made by which the duty can be easily and effect- | 
ually performed. On the other hand, this duty is | 
one of detail; and the office of the Solicitor of the | 
Treasury is so arranged that it can be there per- 
formed with ease and facility, and should any 
question arise calling for the opinion of the law 
officer of the Government, it can be taken; but | 
ordinarily there will be no occasion for it. I be- 
lieve this is in accordance with the views that have | 
long been entertained in that office; and I under- 
stand that there is no objection to the resolution 
from any quarter. 1 hope, therefore, that it will 


The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 


a third reading, read a third time, and passed. 


ALABAMA SCHOOL LANDS. 

On motion by Mr. FELCH, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, | 
a bill from the House of Representatives, ‘to 
extend the provisions of an act approved the 3d 


| third time, and passed. 





of March, 1847, and the act approved the 26h 
of February, 1849, ‘ for carrying into effect the 
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existing compacts with the States 
and Mississippi, in relation to the five per 

fund and school reservations.’”’ [t yy... Pam 
enact that the provisions of those acts 
so as to allow the State of Alabama 
from and after the passage of this act, to 

plete the selection of the lands authorized yy . i 
acts to be made. ae 

The bill was reported to the Sena 
amendment, ordered to a third readi 
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On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVEs. 
Wepnespay, December 29, 1859. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m, 
by the Rev. James GaLtaner. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. 
call of the House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Journal of yesterday 
has not been read yet. ;, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. For that very reap, 
is I make the point of order, that before the req. 
ing of the Journal there must be a quorum pre 
ent. We can avail ourselves of a call of 
House before the Journal is read, but cannot 
terwards. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
rule. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
of the House may be read. 

The SPEAKER. It isas follows: 

1. He (the Speaker) shall take the chair every day pp 
cisely at the hour to which the House shall have adjoun 
on the preceding day; shall immediately call the menbers 
to order; and, on the appearance of a quorum, shall cayse 
the Journal of the preceding day to be read. 


Pray; . 


I move that there he » 


t} 


e 


af- 
That is the first 


I ask that the first mle 


The rules, so far as the Chair recollects, do pot 
point out the mode by which the Speaker 9} 
determine whether a quorum be present or not 
I suppose, however, he is to ascertain the fact of 
a quorum or no quorum by counting the members 
present. 

Mr. CLARK. It appears to me, from the read- 
ing of the rule, that the Speaker himself is to de 
cide whether or not a quorum be present. 

The SPEAKER. Thatisso. The Chair has 
counted the members present, and finds that there 
are 92. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
call of the House. 

The SPEAKER. A call of the House is in 
order under one of its express rules. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Fifteen members may 
compel the attendance of the remainder. The 

uestion is now upon ordering the reading of the 
Soseiat: and not upon the proposition pending at 
the adjournment of yesterday. 

The SPEAKER. The pending propositi 
being that of ordering the reading of the Journal, 
the Chair entertains the motion of the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. It occurs tome 
that the motion that there be a call of the House 
is the only — one, and I rise to ask whether 
it has been made? 

The SPEAKER. It has. 

The question was taken on the motion that there 
be a call of the House, and it was decided in the 
affirmative. 

The roll was then called and 129 members an- 
swered to their names. 

Pending the call, Mr. GROW stated that Mr. 
CLEVELAND was detained at his boarding-house on 
account of sickness. 


C°RRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. 


Mr. MOLONY. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to permit the Journal to be correcie¢ 

The SPEAKER. The motion to amend the 
Journal cannot be entertained at present. ' 

Mr. MOLONY. I presume no gentleman w 
object to its correction. 

‘Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
not been read yet. ' 

Mr. MOLONY. I desire to correct the Journe 


I move that there bea 


The Journal has 


of the proceedings of Monday upon the propos 


tion authorizing the President to confer the "ie 
of Lieutenant General by brevet. I voted yer 
The Journal records me as having voted ney. 
Upon the resolution of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. Harrts,}] making reports from com- 
mittees a special order, the Journal puts me " 





re 





1852. 


rallves 
ega P th 
tion for W 


{ voted in the affirmative. And on 


lu e appointment of two clerks 
olt 
e resol 


j esse , 
‘ aaa Publie Printing, my name does not ap- 


the Journal as having voted atall; I voted 
re che affirmative. : 
u \r. RICH ARDSON. It may be that the errors 
r, t ) 
-h the gentleman refers are in the ** Globe,’ 
to whl i 
not the Journal. 


, - “ MOLONY. They are in the Journal. 
The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the 
Aaa s in the Journal of the proceedings of 


lay, indicated by the gentleman from Illinois, 
é ’ 


yh 


sarres 


M 
ne made. . : 
There was no objection, and the corrections 
were ordered to be made. 
THE PROPOSED CALL OF THE HOUSE. 
Vr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. A good many 
hers who were absent at the opening of to- 
ive session, are now present, and I move that 
farther proceedings in thecall be dispensed with. 
Mr. GOODENOW demanded the yeas and 
the motion, but subsequently withdrew 


a 


nays on 
the call. 
"4 The question was then taken on the motion to 
dispense with all further proceedings in the call, 
and it was decided in the affirmative, there being, 
na division—ayes 107, noes not counted. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was then 


read and approved. 


NEW MEMBER. 


Mr. DUNCAN presented the credentials of the 
Hon. Francis B. Fay, elected a Representative 
from the Second Congressional district of the 
State of Massachusetts, to supply the vacancy 
asioned by the decease of the Hon. Roserrt 
RaNTOUL. 

Mr. Fay thereupon appeared at the bar of the 
House, and was duly qualified by the Speaker. 


RECESS. 


Mr. WHITE, of Kentucky. I ask the unan- 


rer for the office of the Superintend- | 
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the Congressional Globe what he did not say, he 
acts in accordance with what has been the custom; 
but to print in the proceedings of the House as 
something said or spoken whatever a member 
may choose to hand in writing to the reporters, 
either assailing an individual or assailing a party, 
when nobody has a chance to hear it, is some- 
thing we ought not to submit to. 

The SPEAKER. Whether this isa question of 
privilege depends upon the relation subsisting be- 
tween the Globe and the House. 

Mr. STANLY. Itis th official paper of this 
House. It is so called, and contains reports of 
the proceedings of the House by recognized offi- 
cers of the House. 

The SPEAKER. 
cial report ? 

Mr. STANLY. Thereporters, whom we rec- 
ognize as officers of the House, and to whom we 
gave last year extra compensation as officers of 
the Hlouse. The Globe is paid for by the col- 
umn by this House, is franked and distributed as 
a public document. I[ trust the gentleman from 
Tennessee will withdraw his objection. 

The SPEAKER. Objection being made, the 
resolution can only be introduced by unanimous 
consent. 


Mr. HARRIS. 


What has made it the offi- 


I withdraw my objection. It 


was only that I desired a rigid adherence to the | 


rules that [ objected. 
Mr.SMART. As the gentleman has made al- 
lusion to me, I trust the House will indulge me in 


aremark or two. I ask it of the generosity of 
the House. 


[Cries of **Go on!”’ ** Go on!”’] 
The SPEAKER. The resolution is before the 


| body for consideration. 


mous consent of the House for leave to introduce | 


the following resolution: 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives, | 
That upon the adjournment to-day, they stand asjourned 


till the first Monday of February next. 


Mr. STANLY objected. 


REPORTS AND PUBLICATION OF SPEECHES. 


Mr. STANLY. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House for leave to introduce the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the reporters of the House of Represent- 
atives he directed hereafter not to report in the Daily Globe, 
as part of the proceedings of the House, speeches not made 
in the House. 

That resolution affects the conduct of the officers 
of the House, and concerns ourselves. 

, Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. | am not opposed 
| to the resolution of the gentleman from North 
Carolina, but I believe that it is not in accordance 
with the rules of the House, and therefore objeat. 

Mr. STANLY. I make the point, that it is a 

question of privilege, or a privileged question— 


one or the other; and before the Chair makes his | 


© decision, | desire to be heard upon it. 
7 » TheSPEAKER. The Chair would be glad to 
» 6 hear the gentleman. 

Mr. STANLY. In the Daily Globe of yester- 
day, which has been laid upon our tables, it ap- 
pears that the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Smarr] 
offered a resolution relative to the capture of the 

| | “Georgiana and the Susan Loud.” After that 
§ resolution was submitted, the report goes on that 

the gentleman from Maine proceeded by saying 

“Mr. Speaker,’’ &c., &c., to make a speech of 

» =«(beerly four columns. Then the report adds, after 

he speech, ‘* The question was then taken, and 

the resolution was adopted.’? Not one word of 
‘hat speech was uttered upon this floor. And I 
Will say here that it is out of no personal unkind- 
ness to the gentleman that I have presented this 
resolution, but in defense of those of us who had 
| no chance to hear this speech, and therefore no 
chance of making a reply in vindication of the 
Administration about going out of power, of 
whose good conduct generally, but especially in 
managing foreign affairs, we are exceedingly 
proud, bad as was our fortune in the election held 
; ; this year. This isa question of privilege, about 
> , — we should have some regulation in this 
all. Ifa gentleman report in the Appendix to 


| tion of country. 


Mr. SMART. In reply to the gentleman from 
North Carolina, I will state, that on the day he 
has specified, | did submit a resolution relative to 
the seizure of the Georgiana and the Susan Loud, 
two vessels owned by persons residing in my sec- 
One of them was the property 
of persons living in the town where | have the 
happiness of residing. I had great difficulty in 
getting that resolution in, and after it was intro- 
duced, | attempted to make a statement of the sub- 
ject to which it had reference, but was immedi- 
ately interrupted, I think by the gentleman from 
North Carolina [Mr. Sranty] himself, by objec- 
tions to my proceeding. I then did what has been 


| the custom of members during the whole of this 


Congress. I stated that I would send to the re- 
porters the remarks I had prepared on the sub- 
ject, for publication. I did so; and I have to say, 
in vindication of myself, that the same thing has 
been done, according to my recollection, more than 
fifty times during the present Congress. The gen- 


| tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cuanpuer,| who 


belongs to the gentleman’s own party, submitted 
and had published a tariff speech under the same 
circumstances. 

I wish to say to the gentleman, however, and to 
those with whom he acts in this House, that Iam 
ready and willing, here and everywhere, to defend 
what I say, whether it be verbally or in writing. 
[ stand here abundantly able to take care of my- 
self with regard toany assertions | may make, let 
them be where they will. I will abide by every 
word of that speech. I avow it as mine, and I 
am ready here, when opportunity is afforded me, 
to defend it. I can only say now, that, in my 
opinion, this Administration has been grossly re- 
miss in not performing duties incumbent upon it, 
in not taking care of the interests of my constitu- 
ents. 

The Spanish Government seized two vessels 
belonging to my section of country—one belong- 
ing to the district I have the honor to represent 
upon this floor, without any shadow of authority. 
It confiscated those vessels to its own use two 
years ago, and up to this time not one cent of in- 
demnification has been obtained. I ask what is 
the object of Government, if it be not to protect 
each individual member of it? I say, sir, that if 
you neglect individual cases of outrage on your 
citizens and on your flag, the time will come when 
you will be insulted by every petty power existing 
on the face of the globe. I regret extremely, that 
anything [ have published should cause uneasiness 
to my political opponents; but I have only pub- 
lished what I believed to be the truth, and what, 
so believing, | am willing to stand by. 

I repeat, that I have only done what other 


. 
169 
members did. I sent that speech to the reporters 
to be published, because | had not the oppor- 
tunity of delivering it. I had no 
opportunity to wet the facts of the case before this 
body than the one L availed myself of. The resolu- 
tion related toan important matter. You may say 
what you will about difficulties and collisions with 
the Spanish Government, but there is not a soli- 


other earthly 


tary case on record equaling the one now in ques 
tion in hardship and outrage. Few cases can be 
presented where a more highhanded outrage has 
been committed by one nation on the citizens of 
another. 

What were the facts? Two vessels cleared at 
New Orleans for Chagres—— 

Mr. HUNTER. I call the gentleman to order. 

Mr. SMART. The gentleman North 
Carolina has complained that I have printed cer 
tain facts, and | now appeal to the gentleman to 
allow me to proceed in the statement of them to 
the House. 

Mr. HUNTER. I do not want the centleman 
to travel out of his explanation to another subject. 

Mr. SMART. I think I can give an expl: 
tion that will be highly interesting to the centle- 
man and this whole House. 

{Cries all over the Hall of **Go on!” 


9 


from 


na- 


** Go 
on 

Mr. S., (resuming.) What were the facts of 
the case? These two vessels cleared at New Or- 
leans on the 25th of April and Ist of May, 1850, 
with passengers and provisions for 
Whilst proceeding on their voyage, they were 
met by head winds and “adverse currents, and 
obliged to stop at the Island of Contoy, in the 
Mexican dominions. They lay at anchor there 
on the 18th of May, 1850, when the war steamer 
Pizarro, and brig-of-war Habanero, came up 
under the command of the Spanish General of 
Marine, and seized them, their officers, crews, and 
passengers. I have not the time now to narrate 
the outrages inflicted upon the men thus captured. 
I can only say at present that they put them in 
irons, and took them, with the vessels, to Havana, 
in Cuba, and that after reaching Havana, they 
were confined, as [ have understood, in loathsome 
prisons; that they had a secret trial; and that such 
as the Spanish Government desired were convicted 
The captain of the Georgiana, and other officers 
of the vessels, were convicted and taken to Spain, 
and our Government pusillanimously, in my judg 
ment, waited for them to be pardoned. The Gov- 
ernment had previously taken patriotic ground; it 
had declared, under General Taylor, that those 
men had committed no act of hostility agceinst 
Spain, and had sent word by Con modore Morris 
to the Spanish authorities in Cuba to deliver them 
up—that they were under the protection of the 
American eagle. The Government had said they 
should not be tried by Spanish laws; that they 
were not amenable to the Spanish authorities, he 
cause they had committed no offense against Span 
ish laws. 


: 
Chagres. 


That was the ground the Government took 
Yet after taking that ground, | repeat, they waited 
for these men to be tried, convicted, taken to 


Spain, and afterwards pardoned. They received, 
as I have said in the remarks of which the gentle- 
man complains, as apardon what they should 
have demanded asa right. In my judgment, our 
vessels of war should have recaptured the Georgi 
ana and Susan Loud, and | think that would be 
the sentiment of the American people. TheSpan 
ish authorities proceeded against the captured ves- 
sels, and finally confiscated them tothetr own use. 
They were worth upwards of 430.000, and up to 
et 


ne 


this time no remuneration has been made fi 
What was the justification ? 
the period of their seizure, | id? 
waters, or under Spanish jur l ask you, 
Mr. Speaker, and members of the Flouse, partieu- 
larly the gentleman from North Caroline, |Mr. 
Sranty,] who called the attention of the House 
to this subject, whether the S anish : 
ean try, convict, and punish citizens of anothe: 
nation for acts committed without their territory 
and jurisdiction ? I say they cannot, and so says 
every man who knows anything about interne 
tional law. These men committed no 
against Spanish laws—none within Spanish j 
diction. Then, how were they to be convicted 
there? Why, the Spanish Government srid 
were pirates, and that therefare they would con- 
vict them. 


rr 
rh ; 
These vessels, up 


) Spanish 


m 
to 
ot he en 


' 
sciiction., 


Governme: 


ottense 


hey 













































































SS ee epee 


170 


But what are the facts-in relation to this matter? 
I understand that piracy consists in depredating 
That is piracy, and that is 
the definition given by writers on international 
law. It consists in plundering, destroying, and 
murdering on the high seas by persons who have 


upon the high seas. 


no regular commission from any Government. 
Were these men guilty of piracy? What did 
they do to make them pirates: They simply took 
on board their vessels at New Orleans, they 
having regularly cleared for Chagres, certain men 
and provisions, and went as far as Contoy, where 
they were taken. They committed no act of pi- 
ra y; they plundered no one upon the hich seas; 
they had no armament on board their vessels to 
attack anybody. I do not say here, because I do 
not know, what the intention of the men on board 
these vessels might have been. I do not even 
know what was the intention of their captains or 
but I do know this fact, that whatever 
their intention may have been, the y should not be 
punished by Spain for an intention alone. I know 
that ** the intention to commit crime does not con- 
stitute crime.’’ Even had they intended to invade 
Cuba, and gone as far as the Island of Contoy, and 
there anchored, they had not as yet committed 
any offense against Spain, and she had no earthly 
right to seize and confiscate those vessels, and 


Crews; 


punish their officers, passengers, and crews. I am 
very glad that the gentleman from North Carolina 
[Mr. Sranzy] has called attention to this subject, 
because it has enabled meto do what I should not 
have had an opportunity to do this session. You 
know, Mr. Speaker, how difficult it is when a 
member has a subject of real importance, and a 
matter of real interest, to get a hearing upon it. 
jiverything else can be heard; everything else can 
be talked about; everything e'se can be done in 
this Elouse but the proper business of the House. 
}f there is an actual erievance; if there are men in 
my district who have really suffered by the re- 
missness of the Government, and have had an 
outrage committed upon them, why, I cannot be 
heard here!—there is no time; and but for the 
gentieman’s movement, I should not have been 
heard now. Lam glad that he has given me this 
opportunity, for | wish the country to understand 
this question. I know not the views of any per- 
son in authority in this Government; nor do I 
know the views of any person who is to have 
authority in the Government upon this question; 
but | wish to say one thing upon my own respon- 
sibility here, and it is, that if I had anything 
to do with this matter, | would for one vote to 
authorize this Government to make reprisals of 
Spanish property at once, unless they would make 
satisfaction to those citizens who have suffered. 
1 think it the duty of this Government to take up 
this subject, and actuponit in earnest, It matters 
not where these men are—whether they be in are- 
mote State of the Union or not; whether they be one 
or many; whether they be high or low, rich or poor, 
they are American citizens,and American citizens 
havea right to claim the protection of this Govern- 
ment. When you cease to protect the rights of even 
one individual, you may soon find the rights of all 
your citizens infringed upon. Protect your rights 
in the person of the humblest, if you wish your 
rxeople generally to be safe from foreign aggression. 
Phat is the true principle. [again thank the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina [Mr. Sranry] for 
calling my attention to this subject. He has given 
me an opportunity which I should not have had 
otherwise during this session. 

Mr. STANLY. lLamsorry the gentleman from 
Maine {Mr. Smart] has suffered himself to be so 
much excited about a matter of this kind. I do 
not see that the issue before the House is changed 
atall. [am not discussing the propriety of the 
conduct of the American Government or this Ad- 
ministration, in their manegement of the affairs re- 
lating to those two vessels, Georgiana and Susan 
Loud, about which my friend from Maine makes 
a cood deal of loud noise. That is not the issue 
before the House now, nor can the gentleman from 
Maine drive me from the issue which I wish to 
present to this House, by attempting to arouse 
party feeling. 

Mr.SMART. Will the gentleman allow me 
one moment? Ido not wish to do that, and I do 
nat know but what [ will be willing to go with the 
gentleman in adopting his rule, so that it will ap- 
ply to others as well as myself. 1 have only done 
what has been done by other members in present- | 


| measure for a great while. 
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ing my views upon this subject in writing to the 
reporters for publication. Ido not wish to make 
a false issue. 

Mr. STANLY. The gentleman will not go 
the way I go, if -he talks about “ fillibustering,”’ 
as he has this morning. I do not intend to allow 
the excitementinto which the gentleman has lashed 
himself so unnecessarily this morning to take me 
away from the real issue before the House. I 
want the gentleman’s views corrected. Ido not 
intend to allow his remarks of a party kind to 
throw me off the balance, nor do I intend to in- 
dulge in remarks against fillibustering in general, 
or allow him to excite party spirit here. Now, 
the ventleman is altogether mistaken in some re- 
marks he has made. I stated in the outset—and 
if I did not, I state it now—that I notified the ren- 
tleman from Maine of my intention to call the 
attention of the House to it this morning. I dis- 
claimed any personal unkindness to him, as | now 
do. He is mistaken when he says this practice 
has been indulged in before. To my knowledge 
there 1s but one instance of it before. : 

Mr. SMART. I recollect one or two. The 
gentiemen from Mississippi [Messrs. Brown and 
i’REEMAN] submitted speeches in the same man- 
ner. The gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Cuanpier,] and the gentleman from Maryland, 
{Mr. Watcsu,] upon the same side of politics with 
the gentleman from North Carolina, also submit- 
ted speeches in the same manner. 

Mr. STANLY. The gentleman is mistaken. 
It has been a habit indulged in by the House for 
some years past, when a gentleman has not time 


| to finish a speech under the one hour rule, for him 


to say that he gives notice that he will fileone and 
publish jt in the Appendix to the Congressional 
Globe. He asks leave to do so, and that is gen- 
erally granted, as a matter of course, and it can- 
not well be refused. 

Mr. SMART. I dislike to interrupt the gen- 
tleman, but I do so now to say, that these 
speeches went into the regular edition of the Daily 
Globe. 

Mr.STANLY. The gentleman says that these 
speeches went into the regular proceedings of the 
Daily Globe. I think the gentleman is mistaken. 
W hat sort of speeches were they? Did they bear 
hard upon any party? Did they refer to any in- 
dividual unkindly? Did they say hard and un- 
kind things against the Administration, without 
having their friends heard? 


stract question, reflecting on no individual and on 
no party. 

Mr. SMART. 
been submitted. 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Cuanpier] and the gentleman 


from Maryland (Mr. Watsu] were decidedly of 


I say that such speeches have 


| a party character. 


Mr. STANLY. Ithink that the gentleman is 
mistaken so far as my friend from Pennsylvania 
{[Mr. Cuanp.er] is concerned, as he is generally 
right. If he did that, he has done wrong once 
since he has been a member of Congress. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Since 1 am so near right, 
I beg leave to say that the speech which I pub- 
lished under the rule was no more a party speech 
than that it took one side of a question upon polit- 
ical economy, and I hope that will remain a party 
[ Laughter. } 

Mr. STANLY. J hopenot. The tariff ought 
not to be a party measure, buta national measure. 
[ desire to correct an abuse, which gentlemen upon 
both sides of the House admit as one. If gentle- 
men will hear the resolution, they will see that it 
forbids the reporters putting into the Daily Globe 
speeches which were not made in the House, If 
a gentleman chooses to make speeches for his con- 
stitwents, write out his essaysand read them—and 
a very bad habit it is—and puts them into the 
** Appendix,”’ he is understood to he accountable 


| to his constituents for what he says; but I object 
| to this practice which the gentleman from Maine 


| says erronously—with all respect to him—has 


always been indulged in here. Now, let us hear 
what the gentleman from Maine says in this 
speech of his of which [ complain, and which I 
read over hastily. In the first place, the gentle- 
man is mistaken when he says I interrupted him 
after he started to make his speech to the House. 

Mr. SMART. I was notcertain. I thought it 
was the gentleman’s voice. 


Mr. SFANLY. So far as I recollect the gen- 


No, sir; the gentle- | 
men merely expressed their views upon some ab- ] 


| direct his shafts at the proper quarter, and not as 
The speeches of my friend from , 


| would have had achance to reply to the gentlemar 
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tleman made no effort to make a speech. } 
asked permission to introduce that resoluti . 
asked the gentleman from Tennessee to wit " 
his objection. _ ee 
Mr. SMART. I know that the Pentler 
would not wish to put me in the wrone . 
say that I did attempt to make a statement . 
the confusion was very great in the Nar’, 
jection being made, I stated that I would h; 
remarks to the reporters. / 
Mr. STANLY. He asked no leave to file} 
speech, that | heard. The gentleman sayg +), 
did not make the speech. That is the thin, 
which [ complain, for if he had, he would | 
given notice to us all, and from the position 


the gentleman occupied in this House, we a eS be 
have looked to what he said about us, ang 
his speech. He made in part the specch +) ‘ 
morning which he made out and publishe} meat S| 
day, and he has traveled this morning oye »,. , 
whole ground of yesterday’s speech pretty yp, : i 
and made a strong party argument. Wha: }! Bd 
said this morning is a mere diluted statemen: . 
what he said yesterday. q 
Bat hear some portions of the speech of yesie. F 
day—not that of to-day, for I will not reply ty sh, F 
now. The gentleman says that these ships—, j 
Georgiana and the Susan Loud—after they ye .- 
to Contoy, took in cases ‘* which were said to eon, 
tain machinery, but turned out to contain arms” é 
The gentleman is no fillibuster, or flibustier, 
he thinks that these poor people—these captains r 
his constituents, entirely innocent in the matter 
No matter how wrong the men were who Were Sy 
on board the vessels, these captains were quit 
right to take on beard cases which were said to en». oe 
tain machinery, but which did contain arms, By 2. F 
to go on: what else did the gentleman say? He 


says: 


1and y 


71 do not wish to complain, but T think our Govern 
has been tardy, if not negligent in this matter, The G “ 
giana and Susan Loud were confiscated by the Spanis| t 


+ thorities in July, 1850, and up to this time no ind 


tion has been obtained by our Governinent. The Ap) 
Government, strange as it may seem. has been mor 

to indemnify Spanish subjects for the destruction of Spanis 
property.’? 

Now, Mr. Speaker, that is a reflection upon this 
House, and upon Congress. If I mistake por, BS 
Congress passed that law to indemnify Spanish 
subjects, under the able lead of thegentleman » 
is at the head of the Committee on Foreign Af 
of this House. The Administration has not bee e 
to blame aboutit. It is Congress that has been! F 
blame, and the gentleman from Maine ought to 


Me a 


sail the present Administration for that whic! 
Congress itself did. Now, if all that had been 
said upon the floor of this House, some one of us 


He goes on further in the same strain. Ido! 
wish to consume the time of the House by 

menting on the speech further than to show 
character. It contains long quotations from d 
ments, and has evidently been very elaborately 
prepared. I suppose the Maine Legislature 1s 1! 
session; and that an election for Senator, or some 
other important election is coming on, and le 
wants to show the people there that he stands 
for their rights—and may be for his own, ' 

Perhaps the gentleman wishes to be sent to'it 





‘ . . on il 
Senate upon this question of the ** Georgiana an ; 
Susan Loud.”? Well, I hope he may succeed . 
know of no better man of his party in his State, a | 
who could be sent here. Still, I do not think" « ; 
was fair to represent us upon this side of the Houe RR y 
as having sat still and heard the Administration . 
assailed without attempting to defend it, when By 
gentleman did not really say one word against 0 a 
Administration. PS I 

Again, the gentleman savs: cm 
“Tt will thus be seen how emphatic our Government b® ae 

been (in language) upon the subject of the seizure and : at b 
fiscation of these vessels ; and yet | regret to say the iron ' i 
ers have received not one cent in the way of indemmiics 
tion.”’ Ps t 

Then he goes on to express the same opi! yg 

which he expressed this morning, that the Gor “9 
ernment ought to make war upon Spain, Me h 
thinks General Jackson would have done. " bi I 
says: a! 

“ But Mr. Fillmore shrunk from a maintenance wt "1 € e 
| questionable convictions of the Government, Wil". ag 
demonstration as those convictions would fully just!’ "BS 
waited, without any forcible interposition, for the ee i : 

|, authorities to convict and pardon several of our cit at Fd 
He received as 4/ . t 


| who were on board these vessels. 





voutd have been demanded as a right, and in- 
er? a he at thecannen’smouth. The property 

ae ‘amounting to more than thirty thousand dol 
~ 4 al d the Spanish Government to retain, and 


: n has been made to those who were captured, 
jon 


vat detention. We are all interested in this ex 
mn” sa eding. Should our Government continue 
a policy as it has lately pursued in its inter 
} "aad ,, we shall soon be liable to insult from ev 
: 7 ‘bl oowerofthe earth. It is refreshing to know 
time is at band when it will not pursue such a 


Mr. Speaker, Mr. Fillmore’s Administra- 
roil . out of power. It has no longer the 
ede and emoluments of office to give. The 
nraises that Administration now, cannot 


Now 





ing the pregnant hinges of the knee, 

e thrift may follow fawning.’’ 

| sir, [ say, that although the Whig party has 
radly beaten as ever party was on earth, 
ave most glorious recollections of the con- 


Ely © |. of this Administration In the management of 


affairs of the country. Further than 
i tell the gentleman from Maine, that if his 
‘dg come into power and follow the fillibuster- 
; loctrines which he has given expression to 
-« morning—although | do not believe they will 
years hence, there will not be an honest 
mong them who will not say that he would 
er belong to that party of whose administra- 
Fillmore was the head, than that successful 
“ratie party which came into power on a 
wind of public opinion in 1852. The foreign 
y of this Administration has been honored by 
country, and honored by able and leading 
) Democrats in this House, and in the Senate. The 
% ceytieman from Maine cannot hurt the Administra- 
Son. All L ask is, that when heattacks it, he will 
is know it, that he will do it openly and above 
ird, as he has declared with all proper and be- 
S coming modesty, heis ** ready, able, and willing” 
»,and | have no doubt of it. After such a 
irish of trumpets, I shall not enter into compe- 
mn with the gentleman. After so much boast- 
ing, | shall not rashly appear with mysling. I 
| leave it to some other person to meet this 
ah, who comes forward to annihilate the Ad- 
ministration, and assails them as no generous man 
uild have done, after the reverses of 1852. I 
© shall not attempt to do it. 
Sir, | do not Approve of this new fashion intro- 
duced into the House by the gentleman from 
Maine. There was once, elsewhere, a fillibuster- 
ing jadge—I will not call hima Democrat—whose 
habit was to punish those who appeared before 
phim, and then to try them. The gentleman from 
is 5 Maine is following his example. He introduces 
a resolution asking information, sends out a speech 
' to his constituents condemning the Administration 
® before hearing, and then is willing to try them af- 
ter their answer comes in! Wait till you hear 
p that answer and see what they have to say for 
3 themselves, 
oly © Now, Mr. Speaker, I hope that resolution will 
' “é be adopted for the purpose of correcting what may 
ane By ecome a very great abuse. Let the reporters of 
© this House report what gentlemen say as it takes 
@) place here. [fa gentleman goes to the reporters and 
ie modifies expressions he has used, it may be an 
i p) netcation of good feeling, of that gentlemanly 
® ‘°stnct which prompts a man to assuage or soften 
hard words uttered in the heat of debate. But 
4 a a member writes out a party speech of a 
i A rsh and vindictive character, let the reporters 
ee oy he the following paper was handed to us by 
“a Mr. A, B, or C.” [ do not think it fair, or kind, 
3 becn dcitvasaettitoraia such a: speech as having 
=. ere, and thus to represent all those 
py °' US Who are friendly to the Administration, and 
ad of its good conduct, as sitting here in silence 
~ _, lever saying a word in its defense. I think 
» “together too smart ‘or the Llouse of Represent- 
atives. {Laughter. 


py... RICHARDSON. I believe that this prac- 


% of members giving notice of speeches, and 
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then having them published, has been indulged in 


ti f beh ea ate This is the first time, it has 
He BM he thon ight to the attention of the House It 
rhany done upon both sides of the House, and 

d ; eae ae practice, too. I think if 
eahamade ae ; nd ile a good many more of their 

i - wail, rs salt them printed, it would be quite 
Mioome mons Sve » e them here. We should save 
— a. y Dy it, and do more business. 1 move 


=’ *y the resolution upon the table. 


aT 
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Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. I appeal to the 
gentieman from Illinois to withdraw that motion, 
to enable me to say a few words of explanation. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Certainly, I withdraw it. 

Mr. BROWN. I simply wish to say a word in 
reply to the suggestion of the gentleman from 
Maine, (Mr. Smarr,] with reference tothe speeches 
filed by my colleague [Mr. Freeman] and my- 
self during the lust session. My collearue deemed 
a discussion with reference to our State politics 
somewhat uninteresting to the House, and filed 
his speech. I replied in the same way. I asked 
the privilege of doing it, and my speech shows on 
its fuce that it was so filed, and was never deliv- 
ered to the House. 

Mr. FICKLIN. 
speeches filed. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. [do not think 
it would be proper for the House to adopt the 
resolution of the gentleman from North Carolina. 

Mr. STANLY. Then amend it so as tosecure 
the object I have in view. 

Mr. STEPHENS. 
amended. I concur generally with the remarks 
made by the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. 
STaNLy,] on the impropriety of gentlemen hand- 
ing in written speeches, and having them put in 
the Daily Giobe in the full report of the proceed- 
ings of the House, as having been made upon the 
floor. But if gentlemen think of it, they will see 
the great embarrassment attending the passage of 
that resolution. If you pass that resolution, what 
latitude do you leave to the reporters? They 
would be restricted and restrained from reporting 
anything except what was said. Well, sir, who 
is to determine what was said? If you allow a 
member to go to the reporter to correct his speech, 
the reporter may say he will be governed by his 
notes; and he may say that that word, or that sen- 
tence, or that speech—what amounts to the speech 
at least—was not spoken on the floor by the mem- 
ber. If you allow the latitude of correcting one 
word, it may extend to a sentence, and to the in- 
sertion of a number of sentences. The gentleman 
from North Carolina must himself perceive the 
difficulty and embarrassment that would ensue 
from the passage of the resolution as it stands, 

Mr. STANLY. If the gentleman from Geor- 
gia reflects upon the subject, he will see that there 
would be no difficulty. The resolution relates to 
speeches, and not to incidental remarks. 

Mr. STEPHENS. The resolution says speeches 
made onthe floor. It is, of all things, perhaps 
the most difficult for a deliberative body, in which 


Well, it is not so with all the 


I do not see how it can be 


| parties exist as here, to have a correct and impar- 


tial report of its proceedings taken. I believe the 
only instance where reporters were officially rec- 
ognized as such, except in this House and as we 
recognize them here, that I have ever read of, was 
in the French Assembly, in 1793, or 94. They 
set about having an exact report of what was said 
by each member in debate, without the right to 
correct at all. Well, | believe their plan was to 
have ten reporters. One reporter was to take 
down the first sentence, another the second sen- 
tence, another the third, and so on, so that there 
could be no connection at all between the reporters 
to do injustice to members of the opposite side in 
polities, because the majority will always have 
control of the reporters. Well, sir, even that 
failed. There were complaints of partiality, and 
no doubt just complaints. 

I do not, therefore, see any better way for us 
to do—and we all want to have reports—than to 
continue to allow members the privilege of correct- 
ing their remarks which is now extended to them. 

Mr. STANLY. I have no objection to that, 

Mr. STEPHENS. I think it would be well 
for the reporters to adopt the suggestion of the 
gentleman from North Carolina, and that when a 
member hands in a written speech, it should be so 
noted. 

Mr. STANLY. 
all I ask for. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I think, then, it would be 
better for the gentleman to withdraw his resolu- 
tion, and let the reporters follow the suggestion. 
I have no doubt they will doit. The resolution 
might be modified. 

Mr. STANLY. If the House rejects my res- 
olution, how can you expect the reporters to fol- 
low the suggestion ? 

Mr. STEPHENS. As the resolution 
stands, it goes a great deal further. 


That isall I want. That is 


now 
It says that 
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the the House not report 
speeches which have not been made in the House. 
Now, that would confine the reporters to their 
own exclusively, and 
might arise from it. 


reporters of shall 


notes manifest injustice 


North 


and so must every 


The gentleman from 
Caroliva will readily see this, 
gentleman. As the resolution now stands, | shall 
certainly vote against it, 

Mr. TAYLOR. I to the gentleman 
from North Carolina to add to his resolu 
of the House 


have no 


suggest 
ion the 
words ** unless by the leave 

Mr. STANLY. 1 


I only desire that some intimation shall be given 


objection to that. 
to the reporters that what 1s not said here is not 
to go into the Daily Globe. 


Mr. FREEMAN 


] move to amend the reso- 


lution by adding the following: 
And that hereafter the rules of this House shall not be so 
construed as to adnut of the discussion of political or 


other questions thal are not the legitimate subjects of legis 


lation before this body 
Mr. JONES, of Ter 


} , ] 
neasee, I submit that the 


rules of the House cannot be amended in that 
way. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the reso 
lution is, in substance, what the rules now are 


but if they are not the same, M 18 not 


for the House to amend them in this manner—pre 


competent 


amendment not hay 
Che Chair is of 


Is not im order. 


vious notice of the proposed 
ing been given. the opinion that 


the amendment 


Mr. FREEMAN. If the Chair will look pro; 
erly at the amendment, he will see that it is not a 
proposition to amend the’ rules of the House: it 
is simply an amendment of the resolution of the 
gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Sranty,] 


and provides that hereafter the rules of the House 
shall not be so construed as to admit of the latitnd- 
inous debate which has been allowed heretofore in 
the discussion of subjects entirely foreign to any 
! 


subject of levisiation. 
W hen this sult ject was before th e House the 
last session, the Chair express!y stated, that if it 


had not been for the fact that it had 
fore decided by the House that such Tat 
debate should be allowed, he would 
otherwise; thereby de 


heen hereto 


uadinovs 


decided 


nave 


large the sense of tl 
House and of the Chair that it was the practice, 
and not the rules of the House, which governed 
th elr conduct in allowing this kind of debate 


The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman appeal 
from the decision of the Chair? 

Mr. FREEMAN. 
my amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides the amend- 
ment to be out of order; and the ge@tleman can- 
not discuss it, unless he appeals from that de- 
cision. 

Mr. FREEMAN. If I appeal 
cision, am I entitled to discuss it? 

The SPEAKER. 
the appeal. 

Mr. FREEMAN. 
cision of the Chair. 
Mr. WILCOX. 

ject on the table. 
' Mr. FREEMAN. Did not 
that | micht discuss the appeal ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair so decided 

Mr. FREEMAN. Then I do 
floor to my coliearue to make that motion. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia. |! 
the appeal upon the table. 

TheSPEAKER. ‘Thegentleman from Missis- 
sippi [Mr. Freeman] appeals from the decision 
of the Chair, and proposes to discuss that appeal. 
That gentleman is therefore entitled to the floor, 
and the gentleman from Georgia {Mr. Jounson] 
cannot make his motion. 

Mr. FREEMAN. 


strictly to the appeal. 


| was simply explaining 


from that de- 


The gentleman may discuss 
Then I appeal from the de- 
I move to lay the whole sub- 


the Chair decide 


not yield the 


move to lay 


I will confine my remarks 
the cventle- 
man from North Carolina [Mr. Srawry]| now pro- 
poses to remedy this abuse, I will say that i do 
not think his resolution should be taken in an of- 
fensive sense by any one. I have availed myself 
of the kindness of the House, to publish remarks 
I did not deliver, simply because it was the cus- 
tom of the House: but I think it a bad rule. Ido 
not object to members correcting their speeches; 
but I think it wrong to chanve the character of 
the subject of their remarks in any degree whatever. 
I think it wrong to prepare a new mn that 
manner which was not delivered in the House, and 
to which no member of the House could have an 


Inasmuch as 


neech 
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opportunity of makinga reply. I think the resoln- 
tion should not be considered as applying to the 
gentieman from Maine [Mr. Smarr] especially, 
because he has simply followed the course pur- 
sued by other members of the House. 

Mr. LETCHER. I rise to a question of or- 
der. The gentleman is discussing the resolution, 
and not his appeal from the decision of the Chair. 
I ask that he may be confined to the question be- 
Tore the House. 

Mr. FREEMAN. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia undertakes to decide a question which it is 
proper for the Chair to decide. If he were in the 
Chair and made that decision, I should take an 
issue upon it before the House. 

Mr. LETCHER. Jask that the Chair will de- 
cide between the gentleman and myself. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the 
genueman from Mississippi to be describing the 
nature of the resolution, to show that his amend- 
ment was in order, and that it was not changing 
the rules of the House. The Chair thinks that 
the gentleman has the rightto make that course of 
remark. 

Mr. FREEMAN. [ have but a remark more 
to make. The Chair must see that this amend- 
ment is simply a declaration upon the part of the 
House, that the rules of the House shall not be 
construed as they heretofore have been. The 
language of the rule, as everybody admits, is, in 
substance, that subjects foreign to that of legisla- 
tion shall not be discussed here: but the custom 
of the House has been to allow such topies to be 
discussed. The amendment, upon its face, does 
not purport to be a change of the rule. and it is 
not. It is simply a construction of the rule to 
provide against the custom of the House having 
an effect above the rule, as it has heretofore done. 
I think, then, the amendment is not only in order 
upon this ground, but it is germane to the origin- 
al proposition. What was the object of the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina, in offering his reso- 
lution, but to correct what he thought was wrong 
in the practice of the House, with regard to the 
publication of speeches. If, then, it be wrong to 
publish a speech never made in the House, how 
much more offensive to our sense of justice is it to 
allow speeches to be made in this House, which 
have no connection with the questions before the 
House. 

Every member in this House knows that there 
is acertain gentleman upon this floor who never 
fails, when an opportunity presents itself, to rise 
in his place and make speeches which are coarsely 
insulting to every member from the slaveholding 
States. Yet® by courtesy, we sit still and make 
no reply to speeches of this character. Topics 
of legislation entirely foreign to the Federal Gov- 
ernment, and pertaining only to the States, are 
discussed in a manner offensive to the sensibil- 
ities of every honorable gentleman. Language 
is used which must be disgusting to every one; 
and yet, under the construction given to this rule, 
a member is permitted to talk upon what subject 
he pleases. They are permitted to talk upon the 
subject of presidential elections; and during the 
last session of Congress a large portion of the time 
of this House was spent, day after day, in listening 
to speeches upon that subject, which could not pos- 
sibly have any connection with the legislation of 
the country. Sir, the country is crying out every- 
where against this squandering of the people’s 
money and the people’s time. ‘This very Hall is 
becoming a by-word and a reproach throughout 
the land. And we are doing the very same thing 
the present session. We have spent already nearly 
a month, and yet not the first item of practical 
business has been done. The eye of the nation 
is upon us, and shall we refuse to alter this con- 
struction of the rules? 

Mr. STANLY. If the gentleman will allow 
me, | will modify my resolution, at the suggestion 
of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Tavior.] 

I] propose to add the following proviso: 

Provided, That nothing in this resolution shall prevent 


any member from correcting or revising the reporter’s 
notes. 


The SPEAKER. The modification will be 
made, unless there be objection. 

There was no objection, and the resolution was 
accordingly modified. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think the reso- 
lution offered by the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina should be adopted. The practice of which 





the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Freeman] 
complains, of discussing everything not before the 
House, is not applicable tothe resolution of the 
gentieman from North Carolina, The speeches 
to which the gentleman alludes, are made in Com- 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union; and 


whether right or wrong, they are made under the 
construction given to the rule, that when the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union have 
the Union generally under consideration, and par- 
ticularly a certain measure, a member may speak 
about anything which pertains tothe Union. The 
rule requires in the House, and in Committee of 
the Whole House, that the member shall confine 
himself to the question under consideration. 

But the resolution of the gentleman from North 
Carolina does not probibit members from prinung 
what they please, under the permission of the 
House; it only prohibits the reporters of this 
House—the official reporters, made so, by the dif- 
ferent resolutions of the House, employing them 
and paying them by thecolumn for reporting, and 


by taking a certain number of copies of their report | 


for the use of the members of the House—or ra- 
ther directs that these official reporters shall not 


hereafter report in the Daily Globe, as a part of | 


the proceedings of the House, speeches or re- 
marks which were not delivered in the House, 
unless by its permission. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Suppose you adopt this | 


resolution, and a gentleman gets up and proposes 


to have a speech printed; you will have to read it || 


here to see whether any member will object. 
They might as well deliver them all here. 


Mr. SWEETSER. I understand the question | 


before the House is on the appeal of the gentle- 
man from Mississippi [Mr. Freeman] from the 
decision of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. That is the question. 

Mr. SWEETSER. Then I object to this dis- 
cussion. 

Mr. FREEMAN. I withdraw the appeal. 

Mr. JONES. I thought the appeal had been 
withdrawn before, and I was speaking to the res- 


olution. This resolution applies to the reporting | 


| and publishing in the Daily Globe. The Daily 


Globe is a mere session paper, the great object of 
which is, that the proceedings of the House may 
be laid on the table of each member the morning 


| after, that he may have an opportunity of correct- 


ing what he is there reported to have said, and 


to place himself right in the Congressional Globe; | 


| and his remarks as corrected go into the Congres- 


| the gentleman from North Carolina which will pre- | 
| vent any gentleman, or prohibit him in the least, | 
from correcting his remarks as furnished by the | 
Daily 


sional Globe and Appendix, which are the perma- | 


nent reports of this and the other branch of Con- 
gress. 
There is nothing, however, in the resolution of 


reporter, before they are inserted in the 
| Globe. 

This proviso which the gentleman has attached to 
his resolution as a modification would obviate any 
difficulty at all; and even should there be a ques- 


tion between the reporter and the member re- | 


ported, whether the reporter was right or not, of 


course the reporter would yield to a member if he | 
stated that he was not reported correctly. It will | 

Glishing a | 
speech. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Ricn- | 
ARDSON] inquired if we would not be compelled to | 
have the speech read? No,sir. If this resolution | 
be adopted and a gentleman rises to ask permis- | 
sion to have such remarks as he has written out, 
or shall write out, published, it will appear in the | 
report that he asked forthat permission, thatit was | 


| not prevent any gentleman from pu 


granted, and that the speech was not delivered in 
the House. All that this resolution does is to 
provide that such speeches as are covered by it 
shail not be reported as a part of the proceedings 


which actually did occur in the House; and I | 
| think that the resolytion in itself is right and | 


should be adopted. 
Mr. EWING here obtained the floor. 


to myself, and then I will have done. 


Mr. EWING. I yield to the gentleman for a | 


moment. 
Mr. SMART. I wish simply to say that sev- 


eral gentlemen here informed me that they heard | 


me give notice that I would hand my remarks to 





the reporter;* among others Mr. 
Mr. Cuanpter, and Mr. Fick 

Mr. APPLETON, of Maine. 
colleague, I wish to say, that a 
considerable distance from him, 
him make the announcement in - 
I know mye 
of publisbing any remarks which he . 
willing to avow on the floor of the i 

Mr. STANLY. 
the passage of the resolution, that 
done to the members when they state to the 1) 
their intention to publish a speech, a 


Mr. EWING. 


That shows the n 


self, in order that he may not be misrepresents 
because those notes do not always present ap ae. 
| curate report of what is said upon this floor, ang 
unless members were allowed a revision of th : 
notes, no correct report would be made—and | 
being permitted to publish, as a speech made y; 
this floor, remarks which were never utters 


it so stated in the report, when it never was mad 
| upon this floor, 1s certainly an abuse, because itis 
a fraud, and is false. 

I mean no disrespect to the gentleman from 
Maine [Mr. Smart] in these remarks, for he has 
only conformed, in the publication of his speech, 
as he has already remarked, to a custom already 

| introduced. But it is an abuse, nevertheless, and 
an untruth, one of those conventional untruths, 
| in the perpetration of which no man violates the 
| ordinary sense of justice, but still it is not true to 
say thatthis speech was made upon the floor o! 
| the House, when no such speech ever was mace, 
and when the gentleman did not even get so faras 
to say ‘* Mr. Speaker.”’ ; 
Now, sir, I think it unfortunate, and simply 
unfortunate, to the gentleman from Maine, (Mr. 
Smarr,] that this discussion should have arisen 
upon his,own call, as it is not the first occurrence, 
by any means, of that kind. But considering 
importance of the speech, its subject and do 
less its able character, he must permit me to say, 
that | think this the most silent speech, | wi! 
say I have ever heard, but seen, upon so “loud & 





Mr. SMART. Laskthe gentleman from Ken- | 
tucky to allow me to make one remark personal 


*The Reporter feels it to be his duty to say that M 
Smart did distinctly state to the House his intention © —" 
lish the remarks which he was prevented from delivent® 
but the Reporter took the liberty, as he had don ae 
previous occasions, to omit them, in order to preserve 

| ularity in the proceedings. 


Dee. 99 


Breckiyry, t, 
In justice to , 
Ithough I si: 
l distinet|y } enrd 
{Vestion, and bh, 


olleague ig j; 


Would ny 
Louse 


PCV eee 


}U8tice Wisy 


I did not design to add 
thing to this debate, as I see that it al 
progressed further than is agreeable to the H, y 
but that the general tendency ofthe remarke »,,.. 
has been, as | humbly conceive, in the wron, 
I think it is the conviction of 
members of this House, that this is an g| 
a growing abuse. 
impossible to correct it, 
part, that the resolution of the gentleman 5 
North Carolina [Mr. Stanty] will have tha: 
At first, sir, the difficulty whic 
have occurred to the gentleman from Geore. 
(Mr. Sreruens,] presented itself to my mind 
| | can perceive a broad and easy distinction hate 
a member’s being allowed to correct the notes 
the reporter—which is necessary in justice to h 


has Alre 


most of 


USE, » 


Some perhaps think that it 
I think, for my 


h SEEMS to 
Ween 


him- 


Ose 
us 


Nn 


| [would remark, by the way, that perhaps jj 
| would be the very best method of correcting this 
| and other abuses growing out of a morbid desire 
| to make speeches upon this floor, to abolish every 
| thing like an official report. i 
dance of newspapers in the land, and a great 
abundance of reporters. 
of sufficient interest to the people at large, to a. 
tract attention, it will be published in the papers, 
|| If not, and a gentleman wishes to put himself eor- 
| rectly upon record, let him publish his own speech 
at fifty cents per hundred, or a dollar a hundred, 
| if he wishes to make a long one. [Laughter 
I believe, sir, that would be the surest, and per- 
haps the only effectual mode of correcting these 
The idea of a man’s publishing a speech 
as having beey made upon this floor, and havin 


There is an abun. 


If anything is said here, 


o 
g 
le 


The abuse should be corrected. As to the ideas’ 
a gentleman being allowed to print a speech OY 
general consent, I do not think it ought ever ' ™ 
permitted, whether read here or not. [ think, i! : 
is permitted, it should be stated in that rep 
exactly to what extent the permission has )¢ 
granted, and that the report, being made officia'} 
and at the public expense, as nearly as | 


heel 


OSB Li€ 


t Mr 


e on sever?! 





i i tn 
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1852. 


-+ the true stateof things as they occur upon 


abe are made here, as all know, to take a 
- - i an 

a _sense view of the matter, not to enlighten 
a We are too modest servants of the 


noc. - 2 
to pretend that we undertake to enlighten 

ee ic upon any subject. (Laughter. They 
nt made to enlighten this House. That is 


The object is simply—— 

Mr GAYLORD. J Buncombe. 

Mr. EWING. Yes, Buncombe; that is the 

~ . whole volume in a word. Then it is un- 

it is unfair that our laborious friends from 

‘he North, to whom it is no trouble to write, who 
ve in the habit of writing all their lives long, who 
ye to write, Who keep their rooms steadily, who 
1. aa eo to the Departments to attend to pension 
‘oners, and to look after the little post offices 
ich covers the whole range of business outside 
if ‘his House, nominaily ;—[laughter;]—I say it 
: mequal and unfair that those northern friends 
ove should have this advantage, and write long 
eneeches. There is no one-hour rule upon written 
_npeches, and | have seen seven-hour speeches in 
‘he Congressional Globe, professing to have been 
aie upon this floor under the one-hour rule. I 
think one hour is long enough for any man to 
sneak, and too long for any man to write; and it is 
unfair that those who love to write as they do, 
should have this advantage of sending Buncombe 
speeches home, and making the impression upon 
the minds of their people at home and ours that 
they can speak, when they do not speak, [laugh- 
ter,| and that they can speak better than the rest 
of us; which they might, perhaps, if they tried— 
but when they do not speak at all. [Laughter.] 
jtisunfairand unjust in every sense of the word— 
ina party sense, ina social, private, and individual 
sense. Itisan imposition upon their constituents 
at home, who, if they only knew it, would com- 
plain; but, poor fellows, they do not know it yet. 
Laughter.] I hopeafter this discussion that they 
will be aware of it. 

Mr. DEAN. I move the previous question. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I hope the gentleman will 
rithdraw that motion a moment. I want to make 
an explanation. If the gentleman will not allow 
me to make the explanation, I hope he will let me 
write it out. [Laughter.} 

Mr. DEAN. I cannot withdraw it. 

The question being upon seconding the demand 
for the previous question, 

Mr. ORR demanded tellers; which were not 
ordered, 

Mr. SWEETSER. 
subject upon the table. 

Mr. STANLY. [call for the yeas and nays 
upon that question. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and there were— 
yeas 44, nays 92; as follows: 


»nurpose. 


f ou 


thin 


I move to lay the whole 


YEAS—Messrs. Allison, John Appleton, Thomas H. 
Bayly, Bragg, Breckinridge, Albert G. Brown, Buell, Bus- 
by, Joseph Cable, Chastain, Disney, Dunham, Ficklin, 
Floyd, Gaylord, Giddings, Gilmore, Grow, Hibbard, How- 
ard, Ives, John Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Preston King, 
Letcher, MeMullin, Molony, Morrison, Murray, Newton, 
Peaslee, Penn, Penniman, Powell, Richardson, Smart, 
Abraham P. Stephens, Alexander H. Stephens, Sweetser, 
aoe Townshend, Venable, Addison White, and Wil- 
nekK—+4. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, William Apple- 
ton, Averett, Barrere, Beale, Bell, Bocock, Bowie, Bren- 
ton, Briggs, Burrows, Caldwell, Lewis D. Campbell, Jo 
sepa R. Chandler, Chapman, Churchwell, Clark, Clemens, 
Clingman, Cobb, “urtis, Darby, George T. Davis, John G. 
Davis, ean, Doekery, Doty, Duncan, Eastman, Edmund- 
son, Ewing, Faulkner, Freeman, Thowas J. D. Fuller, 
Goodenow, Grey, Hall, Harper, Isham G. Harris, Sampson 
W. Harris, Hascall, Haven, Hebard, Hendricks, Hillyer, 
John W. Howe, Thomas M. Howe, Hunter, Ingersoll, Jack- 
so», Audrew Johnson, James Johnson, George W Jones, 
Kurtz, Lockhart, Martin, Meacham, Miller, Millson, John 
- te, Morehead, Murphy, Nabers, Orr, Samuel W. Par 
net, E erking, Porter, Preston, Riddle, Robie, Ross, Sabine, 
St a Seudder, David L. Seymour, Origen 8S. Seymour, 
a vy, Benjamin Stanton, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 

; Santon, Stuart, Taylor, Walbridge, Wallace, Walsh, 


—— ay atkins, Welch, Wilcox, Williams, and Wood 


So the House refused to lay upon the table. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Has the amend- 

ment offered by the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina (Mr. S7an.y} been acted upon? 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from North 
varolina proposes to modify his resolution by a 
Proviso. The resolution een will be read. 

They were then read, as follows: 


“Resolved, That the reporters of the House of Repre- 
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sentatives be directel hereafter not to report, in the Daily 
Globe, as part of the proceedings of the House, speec hes 
not made in the House, unless by leave of the House: Pro 
vided, That nothing in this resolution shall prevent any 
member from correcting or revising the reporter’s notes.”’ 


Mr. STEPHENS. Wiilthe gentleman further 
amend it by inserting, ‘‘and Congressional Globe,”’ 
after the words ‘** Daily Globe?”’ 

Mr. STANLY. I have no objection to accept- 
ing that amendment. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered to be put. 

The question was then taken upon the adoption 
of the resolution as modified, and it was decided 
in the affirmative. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. STANLY moved to reconsider the vote 
just taken, and also to lay the motion to reconsider 
upon the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Tne SPEAKER. The pending question, when 
the House adjourned yestervay, was a motion to 
lay upon the table the resolution offered by the 
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Harris.} Upon 
the vote to lay the resolution upon the table there 
appeared to be no quorum. The gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. Srernens]} demanded the yeas and 

nays. ‘The Chair decided that as there was no 
quorum present, it was not competent for the 
House to take a vote upon the motion to lay upon 
the table, and that therefore it was not in order to 
order the yeas and nays upon it. From that de- 

| cision the gentleman from Georgia took an appeal, 
and that is the question pending. The gentleman 

| from Virginia [Mr. CLemens] moved to lay the 

| appeal upon the table. 

» The question might arise, and does arise here, 
whether or not, as there is a quorum now present, 
the question does not fall. 

Mr. STEPHENS. As the question involved 
is an important constitutional one, and the House 

| is thin, | will withdraw the appeal and take it up 
| some other day. 

[Mr. CLARK here asked leave to introduce a 
resolution, with the request that it might be read 
for information. Objection being made, leave was 
not Cees) 

The SPEAKER. The questions upon laying 
the resolution upon the table. 

The resolution was then read, as follows: 


*€ Resolved, Thatit shall be the standing and special order 

of this House, after to-day, to call the committees ‘tor such 

| reports as shall not give rise to debate, until all the commit- 

tees shall be called ; and if any report shall be made to which 

objeetion is offered, such report shal! not be received, but 

shall remain unt? the committees are regularly called under 
the rule of this House.’ 


Mr. HARRIS. The gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. Sranty] objected yesterday to my 
offering a substitute, which was read at the Clerk’s 
table, upon the ground that he could not hear it. 
As he has had an opportunity of seeing it since, I 
hope he will not now object. | ask again unani- 

' mous consent to offer it as a substitute for the 
original resolution. 

The proposed substitute was then read, as fol- 
lows: 


** Resolved, That it shall be the standing and special order 
of this House, after to-day, to call the committees for re 
ports until all the committees have been once called: Pro- 
vided, That no bill or resolution reported under this order 
shall be put upon its passage, unless by the unanimous con 
| sentof the House: Provided further, That any bill reported 
| and proposed to be put upon its passage, if objected to, may 

be withdrawn by the gentleman offering it.’’ 


Mr. STUART. I wish to inquire of the Chair, 
if, after this week, the first business in order will 
not be the call of committees for reports ¢ 

The SPEAKER. [It will after the Sth of Jan- 
uary, except on Mondays. 

Mr. STUART. I therefore object to any mod- 
| ification of it. 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon laying 
the“resolution upon the table, and upon that the 
| yeas and nays are demanded. 
Mr. STEPHENS. I will not insist upon the 
yeas and nays, and withdraw the call. 
The House was then divided upon the motion, 
and there were—ayes 71, when 
Mr. HARRIS, of lennessee, demanded tellers; 
which were ordered; and Messrs. Beave and Gay- 
LORD were appointed. 
The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
orted—ayes 67, noes 39; no quorum voting. 
Mr. ORR. | call for the yeas and nays. 
Mr. McMULLIN. I move that the House do 
| now adjourn. 


Mr. STUART. 


I demand the yens anc 


on the motion to adjourn 


Mr. ORR. I called for the yeas and nays on 
the motion to lay on the table, before the vote was 


announced. 


The SPEAKER. 
port the result. 

The yeas and nays on the motien to adjourn 
were not ordered, only 17 having seconded the de- 
mand. . 

Mr. APPLETON, 1 demand tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was then taken, and the motion to 
adjourn was decided in the affirmative. 

And thereupon the House adjourned till to-mor- 
row at twelve, m. 


The Chair was bound to re- 


PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented under the 


| rule, and referred to the appropriate cominittees 


By Mr. MILLSON: The petition of W. Wallace Davis, 
as ageht and attorney of F. G. Rosario, a Portuguese sub 
ject, praying indemnity for illegal imprisonment, under au 
thority of the United states. 

By Mr. EASTMAN: The petition of James B 
for compensation for property taken for the use 
Wisconsin, in Black Hawk’s war in 1832 

On motion by Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, under the 
rule, ordered, that the papers of General John E. Wool be 
withdrawn from the files of the House, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Atfairs. 


Estes, 


of troops in 


IN SENATE 
Tuvurspay, December 30, 1852 
Prayer by the Rev. James Gattaner. 
THE JACKSON STATUR. 

The PRLE- IDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a letter from the Committee of Arrangements 
of the Jackson Monument Association, inviting 
the Senate and its officers to attend the ceremonies 
of the inauguration of the ruestrian Statue of 
General Andrew Jackson, on tne eighth day of 
January next. 


PROPOSED LUNATIC ASYLUM. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a report of the Secretary of the Interior, com- 
municating, in compliance witha resolution of the 
Senate, information as to the steps taken to estab 
lish a Lunatic Asylum in the District of Colum- 

| bia; which was ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed. 
VOLUNTEER CLAIMS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a report of the board appointed for the exam- 
ination of claims against the United States for 
funds advanced, and subsistence and supplies fur 
nished or taken for the use of the volunteers un 
der the command of Captain John C. Frémont, in 
California, during the year 1846; which wns re 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. CASS presented the petition of David P 
Weeks, praying to be allowed a pension for the 
time he was employed in the Ordnance Depart- 
ment, the law not allowing pay and pension both; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. GWIN presented a petition of citizens of 
California, praying the erection of a light-house in 
San Pedro Bay, Ca'ifornia; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. MORTON submitted an additional docu- 
ment in the case of Isaac Varnes, senior; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims 


MARINE HOSPITAL MONEY. 

Mr. DAVIS. I ask the permission of the Sen- 
ate to present the petition of R. B. Forbes, and of 
merchants, underwriters, and others, of Beston, 
interested in the welfare of our mercantile marine. 
They pray that the tax now exacted from seamen, 
under the name of ‘‘ hospital money,’’ be abol- 
ished; that a statement be made 
the amount received as ‘ 
the establishment of the Government, and of th 
amount thus collected which has been expended 
for the support of marine hospitals; that a com- 
mittee be appointed by Congress to take into con 


to Congress of 


‘ 9 
hospital money since 


siderati nT, and to report to the next Cor gress, 
plan for the establishment of naval schools 1 iu 
principal Atlantic ports, for the education of youth 
for the mereantile marine: and that the law requi 


| ing that two thirds of the men composing the 
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crews of American ships shall consist of American 
citizens, be repeaied, 

I havealso a similar petition from the presidents 
of various insurancec -and an additional 
petition of the same teuor, largely signed, and on 
the same subject, which I ask may be referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


ympanies 


They were so referred. 

5 y ? ssa lie ‘ . ; a i 

Mr. DAVIS subsequently submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was considered by unan- 
1mous consent, and arreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be re 
quested to lay before the Senate, the amountof marine hos 
pital money connected annually from seamen, since a law 
authorizing the same has been in force; also all sums of 


money appropriated by Congress for such hospitals, wheth 


er for the purchase of sites or for any other purpose, desig 
nating the places where, and the purposes for which, the 
funds from all sources have been expended; also, that said 
Secretary further state, whether any money, and ifany, how 
much, remains in the Treasury belonging to said fund. 
REPORT FROM A STANDING COMMITTEE. 
Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred the petiuon of 
George Morris, representing that he enlisted as a 
private soldier in the army, in February, 1812; 
was taken prisoner during the war. carried into 
Canada, and delivered up to the Indians, who de- 
tained him until September, 1816; and prays such 
reliefas may be thought just and equitable, sub- 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his re- 
lief; which was read and passed to the second 
reading. The report was ordered to be printed. 


BRITISH COLONY IN CENTRAL AMERICA. 


‘The Senate proceeded to consider the following 


resolution, submitted by Mr. Cass, December | 


Qsth: 


** Resolved, That the President be requested to communi 
cate to the Senate, as far as may be compatible with the 
public interest, any information in the Department of 
State respecting the establishment of a new British colony 
in Central America, together with acopy of a proclamation, 
if received atthe said Department, issued by the British 
authorities, atthe Balize, July I7th, 1852, announcing that 
‘her most gracious Majesty, our Queen, bas been pleased 
to constitute, and make the Islands of Roatan, Bonacca, 
Utilla, Barbarat, Helena, and Morat, to be a colony, to be 
known and designated as the colony of the Bay of Islands,’ 
and signed— 

“<«By command of Her Majesty’s Superintendent, 

“*AUGUSTUS FRED. GORE, 
**& Colonial Secretary.’ 

“And also,what measures, if any, have been taken by the 
Executive to prevent the violation of that article of the 
treaty of Washington, of July 4th, 1850, between the United 
States and Great Britain, which provides that neither party 
shail ‘ occupy, or fortify, or colonize, or assume, or exer 
cise any dominion over Nicaragua, Costa Rica, the Mos- 
quito coast, or any part of Central America.’ ”” 


The resolution was adopted. 


NEW YORK CUSTOM-HOUSE CONTRACTORS. 

On motion by Mr. WADE, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
House bill *‘ for the relief of Charles S. Matthews, 
Charles Woods, and James Hall. It proposes to 
direct the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to 
Charles S. Matthews, Charles Wood, and James 
Hall, or any other person or persons by them 


duly authorized to receive the same, the sum of 


$12,119 47, which payment shall be in full satis- 
faction and discharge of all claims which they or 
either of them have upon the United States for or 
on account of all damages sustained by, or grow- 
ing out of, their contract to furnish marble for the 
basement of the custom-house lately built in the 
city of New York. 


The bill had been reported from the Committee | 


on Claims, with an amendment to strike out the 
words, ‘for to any other person or persons by 
them duly authorized to receive the same.”’ 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Mr. President, I did not 
concur in the favorable action of the Committee 
on Claims, in reporting this bill to the Senate. It 
was reported with a recommendation that it should 
pass with the amendment which has just been 
read. It has already passed the House, and 
therefore, if it pass the Senate upon this occasion, 
it will become a law. It involves a considerable 
amount of money, and I wish to state the claim, 
as I understand it, to the Senate. 

These gentlemen claim to be reimbursed for cer- 
tain losses, which they say they incurred in fur- 
nishing marble for the custom-house in New York. 
There are some circumstances connected with this 
claim which induce me not to look at it with a 
very favorable eye. When it was first presented 
to the consideration of Congress, these men as- 
serted that they had taken the contract and lost 


had been guilty of impropriety. I think the first || 1t in the same way that a Person interested. a 
thought on the part of the petitioners was correct. || private suit would do it, by examining al! 7 P 
They claimed damages on the ground that they || nesses that they saw fit to bring on ber oe w 
had taken the contract and lost money by it. [ || and all we can say is, that the Gieni 2 : 

am not prepared to say that they ever did lose || found in default, so far as the testimony i 

money by it; and if they did, it was their own | cerned. me 

fault. We cannot undertake to indemnify every How we can resist the force of this teetir, 

person who enters into acontract with the Govern- || without any countervailing testimony gen 

ment of the United States, and happens to lose || than I know. We must either proceed up — 

money byit. I hope the Senate will not sanction || testimony, or there is no use in taking - T 

such a principle as that. ‘ report is long; it is voluminous. [ be ieve ec ; 

There is another suspicious circumstance con- || written report made by the Solicitor of the 7; is 
nected with this claim. In making up their ac- = giving all the depositions, to which ay ; 
counts, these men charge for Sundays. I did not || refer principally. I have read them al . ' 
like that. Itdid not look well. But it has been || think I can say that there is no testimony ite 
some time since we considered this bill in commit- || to overthrow the state of the case which the clair ; 
tee, and the particular facts and circumstances of || ants make out. It is true that the first petit 
the case have, in a great measure, passed from my || presented by the claimants seemed to pe py ; 
mind; and hence lam not prepared now to discuss | loosely drawn. Perhaps they drew it up wi; : 
it at length, until I hear the report read. The | a real knowledge of their rights, It So tatere 
Senate is very thin, with barely a quorum present, || tificiallg drawn at all events. In it they ea 
and | hope the bill will not be pressed at this time || the ground of their damages to be that they ynu,, : 
upon the attention of the Senate. I mové that its || took to furnish stones at too lowa price. |; rg 9 
further consideration be postponed until to-mor- || aspect of the case, a report was made advers; 
nae. || to it, upon the principle that the Governmen: 

Mr. WADE. As this bill was placed peculiarly || would not relieve men from a hard bargain wy} ] 
under my supervision, | ought perhaps to say || they made with their eyes open, when there was s 
something in support of it. The claim for dam- || no fraud in it. It was properly reported ‘ae 
ages arises out of a contract made by the parties || on that ground. The petitioners then amended 
with the Government of the United States, ae their petition, and upon it all the testino, . cs 
nish marble for the basement story of the custoni: || which I have referred was taken; and most assy. 
house in New York. Asa partand parcel of that | edly, if we proceed upon that testimony, we g! i] 
contract, the Government were to furnish them || find that we can come to but one conclusion, and 
with patterns to work from. It was impossible || that is, that they are entitled to damages. If we op 
for them to proceed with the building, unless the | outside of the testimony, and go upon suspicions 
Government should furnish them with draughts || that may exist, | do not know where we may ty | 

| and patterns by which they could cut out thestone. || led. When a case is presented to me, | ean ¢ 
That provision was incorporated into the contract, | upon nothing else than the testimony. That tes. 
and the Government was to furnish them free of || timony, in the present case, goes against the Gi: 
expense. ‘The evidence shows that the contract- | ernment and proves that the claimants are entit\ed 
ors proceeded to the performance of the work in || to much greater damages than we propose to gin 
rood faith, and with vigilance, for some three or || I believe the bill has been reported upon favore 
four months, and then the superintendent of the || three or four times, and has passed the House 
work, who had the draught and all the patterns |! That is all [ have to say about it. 
from which they were to work, got into some diffi- Mr. UNDERWOOD. I hope the further c 
culty with the Government, which finally resulted | sideration of this bill will be postponed, to allow 
in his leaving the work. The Government, I be- || the chairman of the Committee on Claims, {Mr 
lieve, offered him $3,000 or $4,000, if he would go 3RODHEAD,] an Opportunity to examine all the 
on with his contract; but he refused, and refused || facts in the case, so that he may give us his views 
to give up the patterns or anything else, conse- | at length concerning it. I examined the « 
quently, these men complain that, with a great || when I was a member of the Committee on Claims, 
number of hands, teams, and everything ready to || and I have a very distinct recollection of coming 
perform the work, they were delayed and thrown || to the conclusion, that it was about as baseless 
out of employment, with all the expenses upon || the fabric of a dream. I wish to call the atten’ 
their hands. of the chairman of the committee to some of my 

In the first place, the case was referred to the | recollections, in the hope, that if the considera 
Solicitor of the Treasury. He proceeded to inves- | of the bill is postponed, he will examine and see 
tigate it, and took a good deal of testimony, and || whether they are right or not. It has beena year 
made a report in favor of the claimants, giving || or more since I looked into the case. These | 
them much more than this bill proposes to give || sons claimed, in the first place, that they 
them. That was not satisfactory, and it was re- || money upon their contract, and were therefore en- 
referred. Further testimony was taken, and an- || titled to relief. But that claim being abandoned, 
other report was made favorable to them by the |! they afterward came forward and asked relief on 
Treasurer. Thatnot being satisfactory, Congress || the ground that the Government was in de‘au' 
referred it back again to the Treasurer, with di- || and the default which they attempted to throw 
rections for him to take testimony on the part of || upon the Government, was the failure of its om: 
the Government in the city of New York, and || cer to furnish patterns by which they were to wor 
make another report. The Government employed || their rock so as to suit the building; by which! 
solicitors there, and depositions were taken. The || ure they were delayed in the delivery of the rock, 
evidence is very voluminous. They reported to || and had to keep a great many teams of oxen a0 
the Government. It is true the Government did | horses, and a great many men upon their hands ur- 
not take any testimony, but the claimants went || employed, and consequently had to purchase a 
on under that order, giving notice the same as || large quantity of forage for their teams, and boor 
they would in a suit pending between private in- | a great many men. hey say, too, that this took 
dividuals: and they examined, through their soli- | place during the winter season, when the oxen an¢ 
citor, all the witnesses which the Government || men were consuming daily, and were perfectly 1! 
itself proposed to examine. The claimants took || so that they do not allow the Government ones" 
this testimony in the presence of the attorneys of || itary cent of credit for some months, during wi 
the Government, who cross-examined the wit- || time they say they were upon expense and nia ’ . 
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money by it. They did not théu allege that there 
was any Improper conduct on the part of the offi- 
cer of the Government which caused a loss upon 
their part, and therefore the claim was rejected. 
When it was afterwards presented, they claimed 
damages because they said the Government officer 


nesses, and the solicitors of the Government gave 
it up, saying to the Department that they could 
find no testimony adverse to the claim, and that, 
indeed, the further they examined it, the worse it 
was for the Government. The testimony is all 
one way. Itall shows that the work was delayed 
to the extent that these individuals claim. It 
shows that their damages were as great as, and 
even much greater than we have proposed to give || 


Dee. 30, 1 


them. I donot recollect any Witness wh, 
conform to that statement. In m ets 
report founded upon the testimony | I 
only one conclusion to which we can cor 8 
Government has had a fair opportunity ie) The 
gate the whole matter, and has undert; an 


L 
aken ¢ 


nothing. But there is no proof upon that subject 
atall, T believe, showing the most palpable negiect 
on the part of the officers of the Government, W"° 
were charged with taking the testimony. °° 

not recollect that they proved anything with reg 


rd 
1 


' to what these men and oxen would have earne’, 


t “41 oe had had 
if they had been kept at work, or if they _ 

employment. Then the damage consists 10 ' = 
that these men were kept upon wages for mon'® 








9 | 
[dv-*- . : ae 
-p was no necessity for it, and when deal 
"eo ahow that these persons were bound 
them in this way, according to my recol- 


on the subject. J 
is not the great point in the case which, 
to my recollection, led me to distrust the 
ety of granting the relief asked for; and I 
the subject be postponed, that the chair- 
e committee will look particularly into 
yatter, whic h 1 will state. 
\[y recollection is, that the time for the delivery 
‘ye rock was fixed, and the officer of the Gov- 
ent who, it is said, failed to furnish the pat- 
by which they were to work, did not have 
= ‘ifieulty with the Department, and did not 
aoe to furnish the patterns until a few days be- 
time when the rock was to have been 
so that it was utterly impossible that 
time the alleged default of the officer 


But that 


su 
v ly 


of th 





i ished, 


k 5 ee up to the time they were to have 
vered the rock, they could suffer any material 
ry. It was their business, according to the 
rract, to have had all the rock prepared and 
-eady for delivery before, as you will see if you 


examine the dates long before the default of 
officer took place. It is, therefore, a mere 
that the failure to furnish the patterns ob- 


nretext 

; sh them in getting out the rock at the quarry. 

That ig one thing upon which they base their 
m, that they could not work at the quarries 
onsequenc e of the failure to deliver the patterns. 

if you will examine the dates, you will find the 


ement is utterly unfounded. If they had com- 
ed with the contract, they must have had the 

« quarried, chisele d.and prepared atthe quarry, 

yefore they could have suffered any injury 
e failure to obtain the patterns. 
“Thenext ground of complaint, according to my 
ection, is, that the officers told them not to 
nz in the rock as fast as they were willing to 
ng it. And here is presented an inconsistency. 
spect of the case is, that for the want of the 
erns they could not get the rock ready for de- 
very; and the other is, that they had it ready for 
ivery, but were told not to bring it in. It 
very much like the plea of the man who broke 
iorrowed kettle and said he never borrowed it, 
| if he ever did borrow it, it was broken all to 
eces when he took it, and good for nothing. 
They say they could not get the rock ready be- 
ge they had not the patterns, and then, the 
rock being ready, the officers would not let them 
deliver it as fast as they would have done, because 
there was not ground prepared, where the custom- 
house was erected, on which to stow itaway. I 
1 this matter to be examined, to see whether 
iy recollections with regard to it are correct. | 
made no report upon it. I had not time, but I 
iliect the case, and recollect to have examined 
i, and it occurs to me that these are the points 
which exist in regard to it. I hope it may be 
stponed, to allow gentlemen on both sides to 
¢ how it stands, because! cannot give the exact 
ates, 

Mr. HALE. I think this will be going one 
step further than we have gone on private claims 
heretofore. We have taken two steps this session. 
First, we passed an act for the relief of a gentle- 
man who was oblived to have a confidential clerk, 
/ intrusted to him Government money; and 
asmuch as his clerk displayed a want of integ- 

» We agreed to remunerate him. Then there 

s the case of a man who had charge of Govern- 


yr 


Ww 


ment money which he left in a safe in the care of 


Some negro men or slaves, who robbed it, and we 
P - him. But this is going further, and it is pro- 
‘ing to pay—not gentlemen that have confiden- 
tial | davis, but hard-working stone-cutters, and it 
carrying this equitable relief down from that 
Claas sof Society for which it was evidently intended 
to the laboring classes, and relieving hard-working 
laborer in stone altogether beyond the precedents 
whieh have been established heretofore; and it 
Seems to me it will be a dangerous one to relieve 
at class. Besides that, there is another thing 
. which T want to know about these contractors be- 
re tam prepared to vote. it was manifestly 
Proper, the Senate thought, before they should 
*pportion the duties of the offices of the Senate 
Out to its own members, to criticise what political 
organization they belonged to. I should like to 
caemeaee political organization the petitioners 
ng to before acting upon the high precedents 

Set to vote upon the bill. or these reasons, which 
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have not been alluded to by. the honorable Senator 
from Kentucky, | hope the bill will be postponed, 
and that we will pause some time before we take 
such an alarming step as this would be, to extend 
the relief of the Government to men that work by 
their own hands, and employ their own teams in 
working stone quarries. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Maneum 
in the chair.) The question is on postponing the 
further consideration of the bill until to-morrow. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, | desire to say a very few 
words beture the question is put. If the peution- 
ers told the truth when they first came to Con- 
gress, they are not entitled to relief. That, my 
honorable friend from Ohio [Mr. Wane] admits. 
I take it for granted that they did tell the truth 
then. ‘They claimed that Congress should afford 
them relief because they had made an improvident 
contract—a contract by which they lost money. 
Afterwards they found out—some agent perhaps 
about Washington informed them—that the y must 
place the blame at the door of the Government 
officer, or show that the Government was in 
default some way or other. Now, my friend from 
Ohio says the evidence leads directly to the con- 
clusion to which he arrives. But, it must be 
remembered, in considering all these cases, that 
the evidence is ex parte, and an ex parte proceeding 
is easily made out. All these cases are ex parte, 
and therefore must be taken with some grains of 
allowance, 

The Senator from Kentucky is right in his rec- 
ollection, when he says that these persons claim 
damages because their horses and oxen were with- 
out employment about the city of New York. 
That could not be. You can, in my opinion, 
always find employment for horses and oxen 
about New York; therefore, that complaint is not 
well founded. Besides that, | agree enurely with 
the Senator in my recollection that the assertion 
that they could not proceed with their contract be- 
cause they were not furnished with patterns is 
rather unfounded. They could have proceeded; 
and if they had bid correctly, and entered into the 
contract with a proper regard to their own rights 
as well as the rights of the Government, they 
would not have lost money. I hepe, therefore, 
the bill will be postponed. It is more than a year 
since | examined into the matter. 

Mr. WADE. 1 would be quite willing that 
the bill should be postponed, if I believed any 
further light would be elicited by it. The 
has been pending before Congress several years— 
Ll do not know exactly how many; but it 
been under the supervision of some Department 
several years, and 


sir, 


case 
has 


been investigated and reinves- 
tigated not less, 1 think, than six times before 
some tribunal; and they have all come to the re- 
sult to which the majority of the committee have 


come, that the contractors were entitled to dam- 
ages. Itis said that this would be introducing a 


very dangerous principle into the administration of 
affairs. I do not know that it is dangerous to 
admit that the Government may be guilty of a 

violation of a contract to the injury of the con- 
tractors, and rm it should pay the damages. 
Between private individuals it is not thought to be 
a dangerous principle. I cannot believe that it is 
any more dangerous, or any less just, when it is 


| applied to the Government, than when applied to 


| but after one or two 


private individuals. 

The Senator from Pennsylvania is mistaken 
when he says this is altogether an ex parte affair. 
I put stress upon the fact that it is not ex parte; 
investigations that were ex 

parte before the Departments, it was referred back 
again, with directions that notice should be given, 
and lawyers employed on behalf of the Govern- 
ment as well as by the individuals; and it was 
sent out under the same scrutiny that a proceed- 
ing pending before a court would receive. It was 
investigated, not ex parte, but before the agents 
and attorneys of the Government and those of 
the claimants. The testimony satisfied the Gov- 
ernment attorneys who attended to it that they 
could get no testimony to sustain the vights of the 
Government under the contract. They gave it 
up, and reported to the Solicitor of the Treasury 
that to go further in taking the testimony would 
only put the Government still further in default. 
That, sir, is the testimony. Whether there ts 
| anything outside of it throwing suspicion around 
it, | know not. I do not even know the claim- 
j} ants. I never saw them. I know none of their 


| horses and oxen 
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agents. I know nothing but the testimonv 
file; and I do know, if that testimony was sul 
mitted to any jury, under the instruction of 
court in this country, they could only 
verdict against the Government for damave 
all the testimony goes to show th 
ment did violate 


ants: 


on 


return a 
3; for 
the Govern- 
te its contract, and injure the 
and it is obvious how it happened. 
contract was a larve one. 
the contractors should 
creat number of hands one hundred, 
lieve—and I c&nnot now recollect the number of 
they had in order to draw the 
from the quarry to the building, perhaps 
one hundred in all. The testimony shows it was 
impossible to work at that business, except 
particular season the year. For 

winter they could do it; the road 
in a condition to permit them to draw the stones 
in winter; they had to avai 


it 
claim- 

The 
It was necessary that 
prepare themsetves with a 


over be- 


stones 


na 
ith 


not 


ot instance, 


not Ss were 


| themselves of the fa 


vorable season of the vear. | sneak of what the 
testimony savs—nothing outside of 1 

ry = s } } 

Ihe testimony shows that these men did go on 
and prosecute the work with great vigor The 
Government agents—not men in the employ of 
these claimants, but men in the employ of the 


rovern 
There iano lie 
crepancy between the testimony furnished by the 
claimants and that furnished by the off 
Government. 
agent 


Government—say that the officers of the ¢ 


ment all testify to the same facts. 


cers of 
The defaulter 
of the Government. I th 
ment was in 
put under some bonds requiring him 
his duty. jut there was some 
—lI hardly know what it was 9 
the Superintendent and the Department, 
sulted in the refusal of the Superintendent to go 


in this case was 
ink the Gover 


it this ofh 


an 


some fault, tl ‘er was not 


to perform 
ley 


misuse 


Sprung up between 


wh ire 


on, and they could not hire him, not even by th 
promise of $4,000, to go on, orto give up th 
draughts which he had made. But he went off, 
and doggedly took the draughts all away: and the 


consequence was that the Government had to 
another superintendent, there, 
and according 


who had to ro 


to the evidence, it took | 


months to redraught the building, and did well iy 
completing it in that time. Lam not quainted 
with that kind of business sufficiently to enable 
me to decide whether so much time was necessary: 
but the artisans all testified that it was ne ssar 


to furnish 


a new draught of the butlding befor 
the work could go on According to the te 
mony, these men had to wait until the Gover 
ment should set them to work, and in the n } 


time there was no profitable work for them to d 


That the testimony s} [do not know wt 


snows, eli 
it is true or not; I know it is so stated in t 
depositions, and there is no counter testimony. { 
am therefore bound to rely upon that, in the a 
|} sence of all evidence to the contrary, as being true 
for | cannot go upon bare suspicions where the 
testimony is fairly taken, and there is a fair op 
portunity given for cross-examination. I know 
no reason why I should reject the evidence pre 


unless there is some incon 
face Ww hich foes I do not know how 
itis that so many men come to the same 
conclusion that the majority of the committee ar 
rived at, unles some truth init. There 
have been two reports from the the 
‘Treasury in their favor, and divers reports 
House of Representatives upon the same evidence, 
and all of the same purport. 
is any good reason why we shi 
consideration of the bill; for | 
Government will have to pay t 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. th very hastily col- 
lected some of the information of which [ thought 
I had a recollection, and I will now 
in the case. The cont: 
delivery of the stone was to+ 
of Septem! yer, 1834. One hi 
be delivered by the 10th of December following, 
and the entire quanti y was to be delivered and the 
15th of June 
These are the dates. The contract amoul t- 
$67,000. In 1835, Mr. Wh 
made a report against this claim. ‘Then the claim 
was based upon the insufficiency of the com 
tion for the work done. In 1842, Mr. ¢ 
another report against it. After 
ants came forward with another petition, changir 
their ground; and in that petition they say: 
‘Your memorialists are prepared to show that the delay 
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referred ta, wa ot batable to defaulton their 
part, but is chiefly chargeable to the former superintendent.’”’ 


wholly att tt 

They are now answering these reports, made 
against them from time to time, and they say it 
was “‘ attributable chiefly to the default of the su- 
‘ perintendent, Mr. Thompson, in his neglect to 
‘furnish them with working plans, and with the 
* draughts necessary to enable them to proceed with 
‘ the work, and especially by the resignation of the 
‘ said superintendent, in May, 1835. ”’ 

They do not state at what time in May, 1835, 
Mr. Thompson resigned. If it was at the last of 
May, as I stated before, it was only two weeks be- 
fore the time when the whole of the stone was to 
be delivered. To talk about preparing and deliv- 
ering some $30,000 or $40,000 worth of stone in 
two weeks, is most conclusive evidence to show 
that this was an afterthought. It could not be pos- 
sible that they should suffer any essential injury 
by wanting the patterns two weeks or even a month; 
and there is no pretense by the claimants, that there 
was any failure to furnish the facilities for going 
on with the work according to the contract, until 
the superintendent did resign. If, therefore, any 
injury came upon them, it was in consequence of 
their own laches and neglect. 

As the chairman asks the liberty of examining 
all these papers, and as I have not had time to look 
into a tenth part of them, | hope the subject may 
be postponed. And allow me to tell you, Mr. 
President, that claimants sometimes appear to try 
to smother up the truth, by bringing before the 
committee very voluminous documents, which 
have nothing at all todo with the case. I have 
labofed whole days, when on the Committee on 
Claims, without making one particle of progress 
towards reaching the truth of the case in hand, 
because the truth is thrown aside by one sort of 
irrelevant matter and another which is presented. 
Here isa month’s investigation required almost, in 
order to get at the merits of this case. I have just 
shown you thatthis man, Thompson, upon whose 
default they now base their large claim, only re- 
signed in May, when, according to the contract, 
the whole of the stone was to have been furnished 
by the 15th of June following. It cannot be. As 
the chairman of the committee says, the idea of 
keeping hordes of men and cattle in New York, 
doing nothing for months, is one that I cannot 
credit. 

The question was then taken on the postpone- 
ment of the further consideration of the bill, and 
it was agreed to. 


WASHINGTON CITY CHARTER. 


On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, the Senate pro- 
ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to the con- 
sideration of the bill to amend the charter of the 
city of Washington. 

Mr. SHIELDS submitted an amendment, which 
was ordered to be printed, and then the further 
consideration of the bill was postponed until to- 
morrow. 


ROADS IN MINNESOTA TERRITORY. 


On motion by Mr. DODGE, of lowa, the Sen- 
ate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to 
consider House bill *‘ making further appropria- 


tions for the construction of roads in the Territory 


of Minnesota.”’ 

It proposes to appropriate for the construction 
of a road from Point Douglass, on the Mississippi 
river, to the falls or rapids of the Saint Louis river 
of Lake Superior, $20,000; for the construction of 
a read from Point Douglass to Fort Gaines, now 
Fort Ripley, $10,000; for the construction of a 
road from the mouth of Swan river, or the most 
expedient point near it, nerth or south of said 
river, to the Winnebago agency at Long Prairie, 


$5,000; for the construction of a road from Wa- | 


bashaw to Mendota, $5,000; and for he survey 
and laying out of a military road from Mendota 
to the mouth of Big Sioux river, on the Missis- 
sippi, $5,000. The said roads to be constructed 
under the direction of the Governor and Legisia- 
tive Assembly of said Territory. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, orderéd to be read a third time, read 
a third time, and passed. 


SCHOOL LANDS IN OREGON. 


On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, the Sen- 
ate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to 
consider the bill from the House of Representa- 
tives, ‘* to amend an aet entitled ‘An act to estab- 


| third time, and passed. 


cannot be carried unless a quorum shall vote. 


| in consequence of its occupancy by the troops of 





| report of the Committee on Claims; and it was | 


| command, for the purpose of reconnoitering the 
|} enemy. On a it was destroyed by the enemy, 
> 


claim for relief. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


lish the Territorial! Government of Oregon,’ 
proved August 14th, 1848 # 

It proposes to authorize the Legislative Assem- 
bly of the Territory of Oregon, in all cases where 
the sixteenth or thirty-sixth sections shall be ta- 
ken and occupied under the law making donations | 
of land to actual settlers in that Territory, or oth- 
erwise, to cause the county commissioners of the 
counties of that Territory, or any other officers, 
to select in lieu thereof an equal quantity of any 
unoccupied land; and that the selections so made, 
and their proceeds, shall be forever set apart for 
the benefit of common schools. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 


ap- 


RECESS FOR THE HOLIDAYS. 


Mr. BADGER. I desire now, Mr. President, 
to submit the usual motion at this period of the 
session, which is, that when the Senate adjourns 
to-day, it be till Monday next. 

Mr. HALE. On Monday last, I made a mo- 
tion for an adjournment from that day till Thurs- 
day; but the Senate thought the condition of the 
suffering claimants upon the Government was such 
that we could not consistently adjourn over; and 
I suppose that as we have not relieved any great 
proportion of those sufferers since that time, we 
cannot now consistently agree to this motion. 

Mr. BADGER. We have been providing for 
them handsomely, since that time. 

The question being taken, there were, on a di- 
vision—ayes 22, noes 5, and the Presiding Officer 
announced that the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HALE. Is there a quorum voting? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Manevm.) 
The Chair did not count the noes very particular- 
ly, but there were 22 ayes, which is more than a 
majority of any number that has voted this week. 

Mr. HALE. [insist upon it that the motion 


Mr. BADGER. I thought the Senator gave it 


up. 
Mr. HALE. I did not, but I called for a count 
on the other side. 1 now call for the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question being again taken, there were, on | 
a division—32 in the affirmative and 6 in the nega- 
tive; so the motion was agreed to. 


WILLIAM SOMERVILLE. 


The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Dr. William Somerville was read a second time, | 
and on motion by Mr. Bricur the Senate pro- | 
ceeded to consider it as in Committee of the 
Whole. It proposes to direct the proper accounting | 
officers to ascertain the value of the property of 
the late Dr. William Somerville, of Calvert county, 
Maryland, which was destroyed by the British 
troops during the invasion of that State in 1814, 





the United States, and to pay the amount so found 
to be due. 


Mr. WALKER called for the reading of the. 


accordingly read. From that report it appeared 
that the house of Doctor Somerville was occupied 
by the American troops, by order of the officer in 


it was so occupied, and the American troops were 
driven from it prior to its destruction. ‘The de- 
struction of the property was caused by its occu 
pancy by the American soldiers, and therefore the 
case, in the opinion of the committee, presents a | 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third | 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


WESTERN MILITARY ASYLUM. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee | 
on Military Affairs have instructed me to offer the | 
following resolution, which I ask may be consid- 
ered at this time: 

Resolwed, That the Secretary of War be directed to call | 
on the commissioners that examined the Blue Lick Springs, 
with a view to the location of a western military asylum, 
for a report of their examination ; and that he communicate | 
the same to the Senate. 


| things connected with the expedition to th 





There being no objection, the Senate proceeded || 
to consider the resolution. 
Mr. BRIGHT. I move to amend the resolu- |! 





Dee. 30. 


tion by inserting after the word ««, 
words, ‘Sand other laces. ”? 4 
Mr. JONES, of Peliiditen. 

tion to that; but I would suggest to the Re." 
from Indiana, that my object was to get th, *Uator 
of the commissioners, who were directed. 7 ft 
act passed at the last session, to examine th;. 

ticular site, for they have reported upon the o 
points examined. nf Othe 


Mr. WELLER. There were 


rings,” 


I have no aj j 


& great man. 


Lick Springs which I think will not be een 


upon. [Laughter.] 
Mr. BRIGHT. My object in movine, 
amendment was to get the facts in relation to - 


s 


examination of other points—one jn partiey 
which I consider of more importance then | 
designated in the resolution. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [I will accen 
amendment, if the Senator will designare «., 
nlaces. nage 


Mr. SHIELDS. 


thar 


I think it would be bere: 


the Senator from Indiana would designate , 
places about which he wishes a report. A 


many places have been examined. The sites ¢,, 
other military asylums have been selected. Spy, 
there is no necessity for getting those repo, 
again. : 
Mr. BRIGHT. I have no objection to inser. 
ing the points to which I allude. The ong 
which I feel most interest is Madison, Indian 
and | believe there were two other points in K . 


rs 


| tucky examined. 


Mr. WELLER. Let us have all, 
Mr. BRIGHT. Some one site may posses 


advantages over all the rest, and therefore | thin} 


| we had better call for information in regard to » 


Mr. SHIELDS. There is an asylum in this 


District, and others throughout the country, th 


| sites for which have been long since selected 


There is no use in having reports about them, | 
would therefore suggest to my friend from Ind). 
ana the propriety of confining the resolution: 


| sites in Kentucky and Indiana. 


Mr. WELLER. 1 see no good reason why 
the resolution should not embrace all the poins 
examined by the commissioners. They did 
confine themselves to Kentucky or Indiana, fir 
one of them stopped to examine Columbus, Cin. 
cinnati, Cleveland, and other places in Ohio, either 
for political or at purposes—lI cannot sy 
authoritatively for which. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would remark 
to my friend from Indiana, that all the otherpoins 
examined have been reported uvon. This exan- 
ination was made by special direction of the Se- 
ate and House of Representatives, and as | w- 
derstand no report of the examination has ye 
been made. I wish to get this report; and [should 
like, also, to get reports in regard to the pois 
suggested by the Senator from Indiana. 

Mr. BRIGHT. [ am aware that the act of the 
last session directed an examination of Blue Lick 
Springs; but the board saw fit to extend their ex- 
aminations—and very properly, I think—to ote 
points. When they are reporting the resul 
their examinations, in reference to the point nawed 
in the resolution, there can be no impropriety 
their reporting as to other points to which their 
attention has been directed. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the amendme 


| be confined to the last examination, | have noo 
jection. 


The amendment was agreed to; and the resol 
tion, as amended, was adopted, as follows: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 0% 
a ae ; Se 
on the commissioners that examined the Biue Lick ‘png 
and other places, with a view to the location of 4 Wes = 
Military Asylum, for a report of their examination, # 
that he communicate the same to the Senate. 


JOSEPH MOREHEAD. 


The bill for the rel.ef of Joseph Morehead ws 
read a second time, and on motion by Mr. Cust 
the Senate proceeded, as in Committee . ” 
Whole, to its consideration. It proposes to dir" 
the proper accounting officers to pay to the ‘e* 
guardian or guardians of Joseph Morehead, : 
a passed midshipman in the Navy, now @ 
fined lunatic, the furlough pay of passed midshit- 
men, from February 15, 1840, when he ee 
missed, as if he had not been dismissed, an¢ ¥*" 
on furlough for life. nines 

The bill was reported to the Senate wi 
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